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© sexual liberation? 


Anonymous Feminist finds dou- 
ble standards affecting her sexlife, 
James Doig looks at disordered 
acts, and Megan Leahy celebrates 
slutty pop stars. 

© despair, ye all! 


Toby Halligan and Susannah Pat- 
ton attend a depressing, if enlight- 
ening, NUS conference. 


© comrades! 


Let Theodore Theodorus take 
you under his avuncular wing and 
crush your fragile dreams. (Espe- 
cially useful for new students!) 


© beyond control 
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ANU by the numbers 

Toby Halligan presents the 
amusing (and real) results of a 
survey he took of ANU students 
in Union Court one day. P. 42 


What, when, where. (Surprised?) 

© welcome, friends 


Dom Cookman and Pip Black- 
wood show you where the action’s 
right here in the ACT. 


Find out what the year holds for 
your faculty. Sceptics, be amazed! 


5 Editorial 

6 News 

8 Union Chaff 
10 ANU Student 
Watch 
19 The Doig 
Report 
34 Music 
36 Gigs 


37 Movies 

38 TV 
38 Books 

44 Bits ’n' Piec es 
46 The 

48 Timmv^Take 


Leigh Hughes and Ana Hanson 
of the Socialist Alliance extol the 
virtues of Venezuela’s revolution. 


© o-week calendar 


Peter Alexander catches up with 
Aussie electronic music maestro, 
Paul Mac about Panic Room. • 


© houellebecq 


Henrietta Hughes lives to tell the 
tale of reviewing a French nihilist. 


© uniscopes 






News and views on VSU 

James Higgins and Splat Guy 
reach opposite opinions on vsu. 
Meanwhile, ANUSA reveals its 
response. PP. 12-17 
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Letters, articles, 
news, photos... 
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student elections. After some 
wrangling the vote for Woroni 
editors was locked in a dead heat 
until a solitary ballot was found at 
the bottom of the ballot box, with 
the words "scumbags the lot of 
you” scrawled across it and a vote 
marked in our favour. 

Little did this anonymous vot- 
er know that as well as casting the 
deciding vote in the election for 
Woroni editors that they were also 
making what must surely rank 
as the most discerning comment 
on the nature of student politics 
in history. We figure such a tiny 
mandate makes us at least as le- 
gitimate as the current occupant 
of the White House and last year’s 
ANUSA President. Besides, democ- 
racy works better if you don’t ask 
questions. 

Matt and James 


With Hamas taking over in Pal- the better is yet to be seen. We’ve 
estine, a bottlenose whale swim- done our level best to mask our re- 
ming up the Thames, and Ashton spective political biases on this is- 
Kutcher marrying Demi Moore, sue because this magazine belongs 
it’s hard to know what’s going on to everyone - not just Left Labor 
in this crazy world we live in. or Left-Left Labor or Any-More- 

The job of the co-editor of a Left-And-We’d-Be-in-Haiti Labor, 
small time campus magazine is to We’ve also admirably resisted 
single handedly shine light on the the temptation to reprint those in- 
darkest corners of civilization, ex- cendiary caricatures of the Proph- 
pose the neo-fascist HoWARd Ad- et Muhammad (pbuh); instead 
ministration for what it is and take we’ve spent our holidays putting 
candid photos of Jennifer Aniston together an issue of Woroni that 
- sometimes simultaneously. radically departs from the format 

On a serious note, this may of its predecessor. Feel free to skip 
well be the last fully funded vol- over the eye-wateringly boring 
ume of Woroni we see for a while, introductions from your ANUSA 
with Voluntary Student Unionism representatives, but on the way 

having passed into law last De- make sure you catch our new fea- 

cember and coming into effect for ture column “anu Student Watch”, 
Semester 2 of this year. For some where our anonymous columnist 
unknown reason the impeccably swims in the licentious current 
co-ordinated and well attended of student politics and provides 
national days of action have failed you with an honest (and at times 
us and that giant postcard ANUSA slanderous) account of what re- 
sent to Dr Nelson seems to have ally goes on in the corridors of 

been lost in the mail. The Educa- the Students’ Association - this 
tion Department inexplicably week’s unofficial introductions to 
failed to come up with an anti- your student representatives are a 
Howard chant that was convinc- must. This issue also sees the re- 
ing enough to change government turn of satire in Woroni as well as 
policy. a splendid assemblage of reviews, 

In any case, whether you agree interviews, and opinion pieces, 
with vsu or not, the new legisla- * * * 

tion will probably change campus A final word of thanks must go 
life and how students interact out to that unidentified individual 
with their university in a very sig- who cast the deciding vote in our 
nificant way. Whether it will be for favour in last year’s closely fought 


Thanks: Old Man Farrell, for keep- 
ing it real; the taxi drivers of Slo- 
vakia; the bouncer at PJ O’Reilly’s; 
British American Tobacco; Stephen 
Still; Senator Elizabeth Dole; John 
Player; democracy. 

No thanks: Cabinet reshuffles; 
Baber, for “redecorating” our office; 
Washington internships; censors; 
last year’s editors for leaving behind 
whiny red tape telling us how long 
our issues had to be; Josh, for being 
Josh; the SA’s air conditioning 


Above Not the Woroni editors, but a damn fine pair of pictures, 
nonetheless. 
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University’s $%m donation 
aims to save campus life 


Ross Harvey troduction of vsu. The intention 

is to allow ANUSA to continue pro- 

The University administration viding many of the services it has 
is set to contribute $275,000 to offered in the past, notwithstand- 
anusa to help cover the shortfall ing lower levels of student contri- 
of revenue arising from the intro- bution. 

duction of vsu. Feeling amongst Students' As- 

As many will know, VSU legisla- sociation representatives towards 
tion was passed in December 2005. the plan is positive, although 
This removed the right of student some criticisms have been made 
assocations to levy a compulsory over the resulting decrease out- 
services fee from second semester side the SA. 

2006 onwards. The arrangement is set to be 

The figure of $275,000 was reviewed at the ANUSA Ordinary 
reached after considering anusa’s General Meeting scheduled for 
revenue predictions given the in- Wednesday, 8 March. 

HECS fees jump by 25% 

Ross Harvey dergraduate teaching. The rest will 

be used for maintaining libraries, 

From 2007 onwards HECS fees on information technology, and oth- 
all new undergraduate courses will er miscellaneous purposes, 

increase by the full 25% allowable. While disappointed by the 

Budgetary pressures were cited news, ANUSA President Laura Cres- 

as being the cause for the decision po accepted the decision as being 
with Vice-Chancellor Professor necessary due to pressure from de- 
Ian Chubb expressing regret, stat- creased government funding, 
ing the University Council had The decision leaves only two of 
“held out for as long as we could”. the nation’s thirty-five public uni- 
An estimated 85% of revenue versities - Macquarie University 
gained will be directed back to the and the Univesrity of Tasmania 

faculties, presumably for use inun- - charging no voluntary excess. 


Slump in demand 
hits ANU 

Lachlan Judd 

Demand for undergraduate cours- 
es at the ANU has fallen for 2006, 
loosely in line with trends nation- 
wide. 

UAI cutoffs for the vast ma- 
jority of courses have fallen by 
two points, with the cutoffs of 85 
and 90 on most courses having 
dropped to 83 and 88 respectively. 

The major exceptions are ac- 
tuarial studies and combined law 
courses. Actuarial cutoffs stayed 
steady at 95, while law cutoffs rose 
from 95 to 96.5. 

Interest in science and engi- 
neering courses has been low, with 
several such courses still carrying 
vacancies after the main round of 
offers. 

The number of out-of-area ap- 
plications has jumped substan- 
tially, with interstate applicants 
up 3% and international appli- 
cants up 10%. This is sure to have 
an adverse effect on University 
Accommodation Services, already 
struggling with a severe shortage 
of on-campus accommodation. 


New IARU partnership set to boost research and teaching at ANU 

Ross Harvev its P artner universities at under- University of Tokyo, and Yale. 


Ross Harvey 

The ANU has joined a new part- 
nership aimed at building ties be- 
tween leading research universi- 
ties from across the world. 

The International Alliance of 
Research Universities, or IARU, 
aims to build closer ties between 


graduate, postgraduate, and fac- 
ulty levels. 

As well as the ANU, the iaru 
consists of: ETH Zurich, the Na- 
tional University of Singapore, 


While these arrangements 
will primarily be of interest only 
to staff and research students, 
undergraduate and postgradu- 
ate students also stand to benefit 


Peking University, University of from the potential development of 
California (Berkley), Cambridge, student exchange programs and 
University of Copenhagen, Oxford, dual/joint degree arrangements. 


»> woroni • volume 58 • issue 1 • february 2006 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page16005935 




Find Clubs & Societies Classifieds on the inside back cover 

(« 


New scholarships 
for the financially 
disadvantaged 

Ross Harvey 

The ANU has unveiled a new schol- 
arship scheme aimed at support- 
ing students with financial diffi- 
culties. 

Under the plan, several hun- 
dred students attending the ANU 
from 2007 onwards will receive 
between $400 and $500 a year to 
assist with upfront expenses. 

The scheme is intended to help 
compensate students for the 25% 
increase in HECS fees beginning in 
2007. 

ANUSA President Laura Crespo 
welcomed the scheme, commend- 
ing it as going “a long way” to fix- 
ing the problem of high upfront 
charges for students. 

Specific eligibility criteria are 
yet to be finalised, with consulta- 
tion between University adminis- 
tration and ANUSA presently un- 
derway. 


PARENTING ROOMS 
For Students & Staff 


ANU 


THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 




Two parenting rooms are available on campus. 


V- 
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• Chifley Library, 3 rd floor il ste 


• Acton Early Childhood | ||y 
Centre, 22 Balmain Cres|gfP^ 




Features of this service include: 

$$§■/: ' ' - ' 

• Key card access for privacy g| 

• Baby changing table 


Nappy disposal unit 

Pnvacy screen for breastfeeding 

Comfortable chairs '.’i 

KitrhonattA . '‘M 


Kitchenette 


mi 


ft 

For information on accessing these new facilities v 
please contact Equity & Diversity staff: 


T: 6125 3352/6125 3868 

E: EquityandDlversity@anu.edu.au t 

vww.anu.edu.au/equTty 




College system to reshape ANU 


Sam Brims 

The ANU has revamped its organi- 
sational structure in a bid to build 
closer links between its teaching 
and research operations. 

Vice-Chancellor Professor Ian 
Chubb said the move would bind 
research and teaching at under- 
graduate, postgraduate, and high- 
er degree levels more closely. 

It would ensure staff and stu- 
dents could learn about the “cut- 
ting edge of knowledge from each 
other”. 

"The ANU is really an educa- 
tion-intensive research institute. 


Our view is... if it is important 
enough for us to research a field, 
it is important enough for us to 
teach that field,” he said. 

Under the college system the 
ANU's faculties, research schools, 
and centres are grouped according 
to discipline, bringing all organi- 
sations of a particular discipline 
under common leadership. 

Each will be led by a conven- 
or, who will oversee the strate- 
gic planning of the college, and a 
dean, whose responsibilities en- 
compass the college's educational 
programs. 

The changes would also allow 


the ANU to increase its number of 
graduate students. 

However, Undergraduate en- 
rolments would be largely unaf- 
fected. 

The plan is the result of an 
external evaluation of university 
outcomes released in 2004. It is 
a major step towards achieving 
the Vice-Chancellor’s goal of “re- 
search-led teaching”, where re- 
search activities would actively 
inform and shape the nature of 
undergraduate teaching at the 
university. 

The new system is set to be fi- 
nalised in 2007. 
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La Presidenta 

Laura Crespo 

Hey there... welcome to 2006 at 
ANU. I’ll be using this space to 
give you all an update about how 
things are going around the offices 
of ANUSA. If you don’t know who I 
am, my name is Laura, I’m a third- 
year Arts/Economics student 
(that’s right - not a Law student) 
and I’m the President of the ANU 
Students’ Association, or ANUSA as 
we’ve started to say recently. Now 
I’m going to do the spiel. It has to 
be done, so first years, read this, 
for later years... (re)read anyway. 

ANUSA plays a vital role in uni- 
versity life and has three main 
aims. •- 

First off is representation, 
which every student enjoys the 
right to, vsu or no vsu, this repre- 
sentation occurs at all levels of the 
university structure. 

Secondly, the welfare of stu- 
dents, which we do through the 
provision of many services, such 
as free Welfare and Legal advice, 


a secondhand bookshop and advo 
cacy for all students. 

Thirdly, the promotion of the 
social lives of students on campus, 
which we do through affiliated 
clubs and societies and running 
events throughout O-Week and 
Bush Week. 

Now that that’s out of the way, 
I’ll give everyone a rundown of the 
summer. As cliched as it sounds, it 
was really busy. 

I’m sure that all of you know by 
now that my summer started with 
the passing of Voluntary Student 
Unionism legislation. You can read 
all about what happened, what 
we’re doing about it, and some of 
the reasons we’re still opposed to 
it in many of the other articles in 
this publication. I don’t want it 
to completely overshadow every- 
thing else we did over the summer 
here in the offices. 

And yes, I was here: there were 
committees to sit on, appeals to 
help students, papers to write, dis- 
cussions to be had about VSU legis- 


2006’s execs and departments 


Vice-President 

After many long hours in the of- 
fice this summer I have discovered 
that the role of the Vice-President 
is to do all those things that the 
other elected reps don’t have time 
to do. So far this summer I have 
been co-ordinating anusa’s ac- 
tivities for PEA day and Recovery 
Week, updating our website, re- 
decorating the ANUSA office space 
and assisting our illustrious Presi- 
dent in negotiating with the Uni- 
versity the best way to mitigate 
the effects of VSU. And there’s still 
so much more to come! 

So look out for initiatives such 


as Student Poverty Week, the Clubs 
and Societies Manual, the Share- 
Housing Handbook, the Cooking on 
a Budget Student Cookbook, and the 
Alternative Guide to Becoming Inde- 
pendent for Centrelink. 

If you have any questions about 
your university education then 
I’m the person to talk to. You can 
email me at <sa.vicepres@anu.edu. 
au> or drop by the ANUSA office. 

Treasurer ■ 

The Treasurer is responsible for the 
financial organisation of ANUSA. 
They make sure that we all know 
how much money we have and that 


the foyer area and helped to make 
way in the office for the two new 
departments (Indigenous and Dis- 
abilities). 

Claudia our Social Officer and 
her two O-Week directors have 
been furiously working on O- 
Week (I hope you’re enjoying your- 
selves). Rebecca, the Vice Pres has 
being working on Recovery Week 
in the first week of classes. Check 
out the website <http://sa.anu. 
edu.au> for details. 

We’ve got lots of things in store 
for first term: the Student Char- 
ter, which all the elected repre- 
sentatives are involved with; Har- 
mony Day is coming up on March 
21; and don’t forget that Interna- 
tional Women’s day is on March 8. 
Like I said before, the best places 
for checking out what going on is 
the website or, if you’ve got time, 
pop into the office. ■ 


we are spending it in the right way, 
as approved by our members. They 
also ensure that the finances of 
anusa are professionally audited. 

General Secretary 

Hello, I’m the acting Gen Sec and 
all I really want is for all of you 
to read the anusa Constitution. 
Okay, we all know that probably 
won’t happen, and while we’re 
being honest, that’s not really all 
I want either. Considering that 
a small Hawaiian island is prob- 
ably out of the question, my focus 
has turned to student life at ANU. 
Were on the precipice of an impor- 
tant time in university life, facing 
the continuing challenge of VSU, 
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SEXUAL HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING ACT 

OPTIONS DROP-IN CLINIC 

FREE SEXUAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR STUDENTS 
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Emergency Contraception ('Morning After' Pill) 
Pregnancy Testing and non-directive Advice 
Contraception Advice & Low-Cost Supplies 
Sexually Transmissible Infections Advice & Referral 

Monday to Friday, 10am to 1pm 
Level 1, 28 University Ave, Civic 
Phone 6248 6222 www.shfpact.org.au 


maintaining student services and 
advocacy and bettering various 
aspects of study. 

My role in this process is not 
only compiling oodles of minutes 
but also interpreting and main- 
taining the Constitution, conven- 
ing and chairing meetings (no 
anvil, unfortunately - I already 
checked), and generally handling 
much of the internal ANUSA ad- 
min. Good times. Your role is up 
to you. 

Social Officer 

When James told me to write a 
two hundred word piece for VJoro- 
ni containing "the usual bullshit” 
that was exactly what I planned 
to do. I planned to talk about my 
vision for clubs and societies un- 
der VSU - my desire for clubs and 
societies to be constantly visible, 
. providing essential services for 


students and attracting new mem- 
bers through organised and adver- 
tised events. 

I was going to outline my plan 
for advertising social events on the 
SA internet site a week in advance 
so that students can plan their so- 
cial calendar around such events. I 
was going to talk about how much 
I have enjoyed organising O-Week 
so far and my expectations for the 
week. Then I realised that people 
rarely ever actually read these 
blurbs (and for that matter, a cer- 
tain ANU publication in which they 
appear) and so instead of wasting 
my afternoon writing about how 
fantastic ANU’s social life could be, 
I decided to actually do something 
to benefit the ANU student com- 
munity. 

Women’s Depart ment 

Hi! My name is Megan Leahy and 


I’m the 2006 ANUSA Women’s Of- 
ficer. I’m just starting my fourth 
year of a Commerce/Arts degree 
(with, astoundingly, a major in 
Gender Studies). I’m a feminist 
and I totally own it. I’ve taken up 
this position because I think that 
there remain a lot of students who 
are subjected to gender-based dis- 
crimination and also a lot of stu- 
dents who recognise that it’s go- 
ing on and think it’s a bit shit but 
aren’t sure what to do about it. 

Is this leading to a sales spiel? 
Yes, yes it is. If you hold the strange 
and radical notion that women are 
people, come and get involved in 
your Women’s Department. We 
try to make the lives of women 
students that bit easier by provid- 
ing them with representation and 
opportunities, while at the same 
time organising and taking part in 
activism. 

Are you sold? Send me an email 
on <sa.womens@anu.edu.au> or 
else pop up to the Women’s De- 
partment to say hello. (It’s in the 
Students’ Association... the build- 
ing just above the banks.) 

Education Department 


Hi. I’m James Higgins, I’m a mem- 
ber of Socialist Alternative and 
I’m anusa’s Education Officer for 
2006. The role of the Education 
Department is to fight for free, 
universally-accessible education. 
To me this means fighting back 
against Howard’s attacks on ter- 
tiary education (hecs increases, 
course cuts, full-fee paying places), 
fighting back against Howard’s at- 
tacks on student organisations 
(vsu), and, fighting for a world in 
which prejudice, discrimination 
and oppression don’t stop people 
from participating in education. 

If you hate Howard’s attacks 
to our education, then fight back! 
Get active and get organised in the 
Education Department! 

Disabilities Department 

Hello, our names are Terri Warner 
and Carol Whitman and we are the 
ANUSA co -Disabilities Officers for 


«< 
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getting involved, have a complaint, anu.edu. au> or drop into my office in 
query or some advice, please, send us the SA building some time. Also, any 
an email at <sa. disabilities@anu.edu. queers who want access to the Queer 
au>. Space should email me with your stu- 

dent number. 

Sexuality Department 

Indigenous Department 

Hi, I'm Robbie Graf. I've been studying 
IT since the dawn of time, and I hap- 
pen to be anusa’s Sexuality Officer 
this year. (I'm also the chubby bastard 
who helped run the Jellybabies club 
last year, incidentally, and it’s a good 
club... youse should all join up.) 

Anyway, the Sexuality Depart- 
ment represents all the lesbian, trans- 
gendered, bisexual, gay, intersex, or in 
any other way queer-identifying un- 
dergrads at ANU, and it also promotes 
safe sex for everybody, queer or not. 

If you have any problems relating 
to sexuality or gender or you think 
you’re being harrassed or discriminat- 
ed against, if you want to get involved 
and help out your fellow queers, if 
you’re trying to scam a free condom, 
or you just want a friendly chat, don’t 
be afraid to email me on <sexdep@ 


2006! This is the Disabilities Depart- 
ment’s first official year, which is both 
exciting and daunting! We see this 
role as very important - both of us 
being students with disabilities - we 
have seen how underrepresented and 
often over looked students with dis- 
abilities can be. We want to campaign 
for more understanding and consider- 
ation for students who have a disabil- 
ity on campus, as well as putting on 
some great events and having heaps 
of fun! 

The word “disability” has a very 
broad definition, covering sensory 
impairments like vision and hearing, 
mobility impairments, chronic medi- 
cal conditions, difficulties with writ- 
ing or using a keyboard and mouse, 
mental health issues (such as depres- 
sion or anxiety) and learning disabili- 
ties. It deals with both permanent 
and temporary conditions (even bro- 
ken bones!). If you are a student with 
a disability, or are just interested in 


I’m Candice Easter and I’m this year’s 
continuing Indigenous Officer. After 
getting a feel for this new position 
last year I’m looking forward to get- 
ting out there again this year. Getting 
out there to raise awareness and make 
a difference on campus. 

The Indigenous Department is 
closely linked to the Jabal Centre (the 
centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students) and that’s where I 
get to know most of the Indigenous 
students, but if you don’t frequent 
there such as I do please make sure 
you come to the Students’ Association 
and make yourself known. 

The Students’ Association is here 
to help you, and if I can’t help you out 
personally, then I can track down the 
person who can. ■ 






Hes a Union insider. He has received death threats for his writings. And we d< 

even know if he’s a she. ANU Student Watch reports from within the bunker. 

■ 

Some of you may recognise my name keep under wraps on the internet so I ing with the bar and ANUSA : 

as the unrepentant hack that was shut the site down. across Union Court from thi 

forced into hiding late last year be- Then a new light was cast over the Union is currently run by t 

cause my articles offended some of world of inappropriate and unprofes- from anu’s Labor Right: ir. 

the more sensitive anu student poli- sional journalism - Matt and James lar, Union Board Chair and 1 

ticians. For others - i.e. first years and asked me to “help out” a little with failed presidential candic 

those who aren't keen watchers of the Woroni this year. I have agreed arid David Sykes. Sykes makes it 

student political world - allow me to look forward to a year of providing ness to greet us all with a sir 

introduce myself and explain a few you with all the goings on within the secretly screwing us over b< 

things. ANUSA and the Union. My dear friend backs. He is backed by Tim 

I started a blog late last year called “Hack of all Hacks” will also be join- a fellow Burgmann buddy 

ANU Student Watch, where I attempt- ing me in presenting these articles. Kandola, who is being primi 

ed to present an unbiased (well I has This article will be mainly intro- Chair arid newcomer Josh 

a go at everyone I could... some more ductory and aimed at our incoming Carr - your friendly O-Weel 

than others, sure) account of goings- student hacks and will also provide who is my pick to be the n< 

on in the world of student politics, the usual gossip for the more mature Right heavy. Then there ; 

A raging success for several weeks, I pollies among us. non-Labor righties, includi: 

then began receiving death threats. ANU student politics exists within Liberal Fergus Pope and soi 

That’s right - death threats . As many two separate spheres - there’s ANUSA that nobody cares about, 
of you know identity is difficult to and the Union. The Union is the build- The Board mainly stays < 
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dirtiness of student politics during Michael Atkins - Treasurer 
the year (that is all except Shobaz) but 




Bee Thornberry - Vice-President 


Best friend of last year’s President, James Higgins - Education 
Aparna Rao, Thornberry was a Gen- Officer 
eral Representative in 2005. Another 
hard worker, but with a bit more grunt 
than her President. 

Thornberry is far more politi- 


A Socialist Alternative member and 
last year’s deputy Sex Dep Officer. 


Nithya Sambasivam - General 
Secretary (acting) 


ALL! 


Rob Graf - Sexuality Officer 


Elected Gen Se c Alex Purdon re 

early this year 


She baked good cake though 
- pity she left. 

Some controversy is occurring I’m 
sure in the new appointment made 
by President Crespo. Firstly, second 
elected JamilaRizvi wasn’t considered The new Women’s Officer, 
for the position and secondly the new 
appointment Nithya is a ex-member 
of the Young Liberals... Interesting. 

Right Labor would surely be pushing 
for Rizvi’s appointment and the Left 
may join in, keen to make sure an 
“evil-right winger” doesn’t take this 
highly visual and powerful position. 

. 


Megan Leahy - Women’s Officer 


Want to know more? Easy as pie 
Join one of these clubs on Mar- 
ket Day: 

• Socialist Alternative 

• Liberal Club 

• Left Labor Club 

• Labor Students Club 

• Debating Society 


Had a short 


again gorgeous 
affair with la st year’s Social Officer 
Tim Mayfield. 


another 

one to keep your eyes on for future 


come elections can play just as mean 
as the ANUS A hacks. 

Now to my favourite building 
- anusa. It could take me years to ex- 
plain just how many people there are 
and who they’re connected to, so in- 
stead we’ll just review the main play- 
ers. 

■ 

Laura Crespo - President 

Last year’s Sexuality Officer, this wom- 
an isn’t the force to be reckoned with 


Accused of being a Young Liberal by 
the Labor Right in the election cam- 
paign, none of us got to know this 
new-comer much. Only in second 
year, one would tend to doubt his abil- 
ity to take on such a role in the first 
year of vsu. Apparently heir to a small 
fortune, this kid ay surprise us all. Or 
not. 

Claudia Newman-Martin - Social 
Officer 


Sandro Antonello - Environment 

Elected on a joke ticket because the 
collective forgot to nominate... 

■?>' . . i- 

(There are more officers now but we 
don’t know much about them as they 
aren’t major political players. Please 
email us if you can give us gossip on 
any of them.) 

Jamila Rizvi - NUS President 


of presidents past. She works hard Possibly my favourite new executive 
though (always a delightful change member, Claudia is going into second 


in the SA) but lacks any real opinions year and seems rather well-known by 
on anything. Officially an “Independ- Canberra students. She’s loud, whiny, 
ent” (this crazy faction, who are a lit- wears tight jeans and short skirts and 
tie left-of-centre but masquerade un- seems loved by as many people as hate 

der this bizarre name), Laura is fairly her. Her big test is of course organis- 
left-wing and treats most of us like ing O-Week, we’ll reserve judgement 

pre-schoolers. here until we see some more. She’s one In the meantime, some extra gossip 

to watch for the future though - this 
girl has big plans for herself. 


Thought I’d add this one in as well. 
This young lady has schemed 

She’s dating ex-Labor right 
hack Ryan Hamilton) her way to the 
top of the all-male Labor Right and 
this year takes the club’s presidency 
as well as the ACT NUS branch. She’s 
rallying them on this year and will be 
a fun addition to the ANUSA office. 


for the old hacks... 

After all that campaigning half 


the bloody Pink Pantha reps have re- 
signed and again the Indy’s Gen Sec 
candidate has failed to complete the 
task. You gotta marvel at the commit- 
ment. 

Shobaz Kandola seems set to take 
over the Union Board; I can’t gauge 


You’ve got to love James - he’s the 

cal than the rest of this year’s Indies,, epitome of the weirdos that run SA much opposition at this stage. Labor 

- probably the brains of the operation and won’t let you forget it. Watch for Left heavy Rachel Allen (last year’s 

and will eventually end up as a mem- some outrageously expensive cam- Treasurer) is expecting a baby; so, in 

ber of the Labor Right. paigns and some more smashing of politeness, congratulations and, in 

the establishment - REVOLUTION FOR hackiness - will this mean a new Left 

Labor President? Also look forward 


to the insane fight which is sure to 
emerge over this new Gen Sec... 

As always, this article does not 
Don’t know much about him. Elected mean to offend, however if you have 
unopposed and seems a genuinely nice questions, comments, concerns or 

guy (couldn’t possibly be true - right?) constipation please email us at <anus- 
We’ll send a call out for more info on tudentwatch@hotmail.com >. In the 
this one. mean time keep your eyes and ears 
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Better together 

The students-as-consumers mantra ignores 
their real needs, argues James Higgins 


What is vsu? 

VSU makes it 
illegal for uni- 
versities to 
collect com- 
pulsory non- 
academic fees. 

This means the 
GSF, the fee 
that you cur- 
rently pay that 
goes to: 

• The Union 
(where the 
refectory and 
the bar are). 

• The Sports 
and Recrea- 
tion Associa- 
tion (where 
the gym is, 
and where 
all the sports 
clubs are af- 
filiated). 

• ANUSA (where 
the depart- 
ments and 
service provi- 
sion like the 
Welfare and 
Legal Officers 
are). 

• parsa (the 
Postgraduate 

and Research Students’ Associa- 
tion). 

Why VSU is bad for services 


Your gsf. Some of you probably 
hate paying it; some of you prob- 
ably have difficulty paying it. But 
you might not remember your GSF 
when you 

• buy a cheap gym membership, 


• join an affiliated sports club that 
can charge cheaper prices for 
membership because they get 
discounted court hire prices, 

• go to an affiliated club/society 
social event with subsidised food 
and drink, 

• get drunk, party hard and meet 
new friends during O-Week and 
Bush Week, 

• save money on legal advice by 
seeing the ANUSA Legal Officer, 


use the Rapunzel 
Room or the Queer 
Space, 

get advice on dealing 
with Centrelink from 
the Welfare Officer, 
talk to someone who 
understands about 
your sexuality, 
apply for a grant to 
put on a production, 
and the list goes on. 

The Liberals argue 
that a more efficient 
way of doing things is 
to make everyone pay 
for everything they 
use; that people will 
be better off if they 
spend their $240 their 
own way. This way, the 
market will sort eve- 
rything out. 

But this only works 
if everyone has lots of 
money; as it stands, 
not all students do 
- this means that the 
market allocates re- 
sources to what the 
rich people want, and 
the poor are left out. 

I know (because I 
am one) that there are 
people out there who 
live on Centrelink 
($4i2/fortnight) and the income 
that you are allowed to earn before 
it cuts out ($236/fortnight). This 
doesn’t give me much cash to play 
with - but with all our resources 
pooled and allocated by democrat- 
ically elected office bearers (who 
are students too), we can achieve 
a more desirable allocation of re- 
sources so everyone can partici- 
pate in the campus community. 


») 


woroni • volume 58 • issue 1 • february 2006 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page16005941 



Why vsu is bad for politics 

The campaign against HECS across 
the country didn’t succeed in com- 
pletely stopping the 25% HECS in- 
crease, but, it did delay it at some 
campuses. 

If you are doing a full-time load 
in Band 1 subjects, this saved you 
$384 ($384 x 25% x 4) each year. 
This is more than the gsf. An ex- 
ample in crude monetary terms to 
show why student unions are good 
for students. 

Less quantifiable gains can be 
seen in student unions’ fights for 
women’s spaces and queer spaces 
on campus, allowing students who 
would find themselves disadvan- 
taged on campus a place to feel 
safe. 

These fights have also been 
connected to the wider struggle 
against sexism and queerphobia 
on campus and in society more 
broadly. Student unions have or- 
ganised mobilisations against 
the war; money that goes to the 


war effort isn’t going into higher 
education - making the war very 
much a student issue. 

Individual students do not 
have the power - whatever is made 
of the student-as-consumer argu- 
ment - to fight for high quality 
education. 

Individual students do not 
have the power to make education 
accessible for all. 

Individual students do not 
have the power to make the uni- 
versity community more impor- 
tant that the university’s bottom 
line. Individual students cannot 
fight discrimination, oppression 
and inequality in society more 
broadly. 

Collectively, organised stu- 
dents do have this power - if they 
choose to use it. Collectively, stu- 
dents have the power to fight back 
against attacks on higher educa- 
tion. 

The Howard Government is 
aware of this, and that’s why they 
are bringing in VSU. 


What to do about VSU 

Alright, so vsu is bad. Universal 
membership funds clubs and so- 
cieties, the Sport and Rec Associa- 
tion, the Legal/Welfare Officers, 
and the office bearers in the de- 
partments that use the collective 
power of students to fight for stu- 
dents politically. 

But let's get serious. Sitting 
around at home, the uni bar, in 
class etc. isn’t going to stop vsu. 
If we want to stop vsu, we have to 
get active and get organised. 

Getting involved with groups 
like the Education Collective and 
Students Against War and Rac- 
ism who are committed to fighting 
Howard’s attacks is the best way 
to start. If the Howard Govern- 
ment knows students are prepared 
to fight every act of political scum- 
baggery they commit, every step 
that they take will be made that 
much harder. 

Because, at the end of the day, 
if we don’t fight, we lose. ■ 


Are You Middle Class? 


DO YOU LIVE A RELATIVELY COMFORTABLE LIFE? 

DOES THIS FRUSTRATE YOU? 

Want to feel you have something to live for other than the next latte? 


Join 


AS AN INCLUSIVE. FRIENDLY. AND CONSIDERATE ORGANISATION WE BELIEVE IN THE USE OF POSTERS. 
MEGAPHONES. AND VIOLENCE IN PURSUIT OF A PEACEFUL SOCIALIST STATE, FOUNDED ON THE BONES OF 

CAPITALISM, IMPERIALISM. AND LAW STUDENTS. 

WF UTTERLY REIECT THE FOLLOWING REVOLUTIONS: USSR. CAMBODIA. NORTH VIETNAM, AND ABOVE ALL El SI 

THOSE ASSHOLES IN SOCIALIST INC. 

THE ABOVE REVOLUTIONS LACKED THE VITA! ELEMENT THAT MAKES OURS EXCEPTIONAL - US. AND MAYBE YOU. 
SO IF YOU'RE ANGRY AND LOOKING TO CHANNEL YOUR ENERGY. |OIN US AND PAINT AUSTRALIA RED! 

Authorised by Rebecca “Che" Carrington and paid for by Daddy. 
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The VSU Debate 


Unions lie, so just do the maths, urges Splat Guy 


There’s an old marketing acronym: important. In fact, the best rea- 

FUD, or Fear, Uncertainty, and son for VSU comes from looking at 

Doubt. It’s a classic way to make what happens to students’ gsfs. 
people afraid of change, and is a 
favourite of politicians and corpo- 
rations alike. 

Think of election time: a party 
will put together a tax policy, and 
their opponents will find a family 
that loses out. It doesn’t matter 
that they’ve selected one fam- 
ily from hundreds of thousands 
- what matters is that it makes 
people worry: will my family be 
like that? It simplifies a complex 
issue and plants seeds of doubt 
into people’s minds. Yet we know 
that even the best reforms have 
losers. We need to work out if VSU 
makes us better or worse off. 

The anti-VSU argument has 
been mostly FUD. “Your club is at 
risk!” “All the things that make 
uni fun will go!” “Prices will sky- 
rocket!” But think: 

• Most clubs will go just fine. 

(How much funding does 
a chess club really need?) 

Those that flounder or fail 
will do so for the same rea- 
son as those in the big wide 
world: people didn’t think 
they provided enough ben- 
efit for the cost of member- 
ship. Losing services that 
people don’t truly value is 
sad, but we shouldn’t pre- 
vent it. 

• Uni students will still be 
uni students. We’ll drink, 
go to gigs, do sport, watch 
movies, join social clubs. 

Like before, uni will be as 
much as you put into it. 

• Some prices will go up. But 
will they go up by $240? 

That’s how much the GSF 
this year would be without 
VSU. 

The last point is really 


What remains is split into a 
bunch of subsidies for things like 
gym and club memberships, food 
and O-Week. So of your $240, a lot 
of it is lost before it comes back 
as subsidies - and even then you 
probably aren’t a big user of the 
You find $240. (If you don’t have subsidies, anyway. 

$240 spare, then you can’t enrol 
at uni. Sorry.) The union takes out 
costs for admin and things like 
salaries for the Students’ Associa- 
tion President, which eat up about 
20% of your GSF. And that’s before 
anything is actually done with the 
money! 

Money is then hived off for 
things you almost certainly don’t 
use like the Enviro Collective, 

Women’s Department, and Fine 
Arts Students Association - in 
other words, stuff that fits the pol- 
itics of student unions, but which 
most students wouldn’t fund if 
they were in charge. 


Without VSU, this is what 
happens... 


Does anyone get $240 worth 
from student unionism? 


Yes. A lot of union members get 
paid, like the Students’ Associa- 
tion President who gets $13,300, 
four union officials who get $2,200 
each, the Woroni editors who share 
$6,000 - plus the administrator 
and Legal and Welfare Officers 
who between them get $140,000. 

As for ordinary students, some 
get their money’s worth. If you be- 
long to several expensive sporting 
clubs, make more than incidental 
use of the Legal Officer or eat sole- 


VSCJ’- How the Battle Was Won 
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Pass (Aerobics & Circuits) 


Aerobics & C 


Good/service 


Subsidy; x 




You pay $240 for the subsidy you’ve calculated above. Are you getting 
value for money? 
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mt AUSl HALIAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 


...because YOU CAN, as a member of the ANU Sport & Recreation Association 

Our discount rates allow you to train as much as you like and still have plenty left-over for 

other... expenses! 


Aerobics • Weights • Programs • Assessments • Rock-climbing ■ Squash • Tennis • Representative sport • Over 30 affiliated clubs. 


ANU Sport & Recreation Association 
Building 19, North Road 
T: 61 25 2273 
E: sport<§>anu.edu.au 


Opening hours: 


7am-10pm, Mon-Thurs 
7am-8pm, Fri 
9arrv7pm, Sat & Sun 


* Inrludps annual SKA membership- A variety of memberships are available, please enquire at Reception. 


www.anu.edu.au/sporf 


ly at union outlets, then you prob- 
ably come out on top. But isn’t it 
fair that heavy users of goods and 
services should pay for it? 

Most students, however, don’t 
get their money’s worth - they 
can’t or don’t use the union's prod- 
ucts and services very much. And 
if you’re mostly off-campus, then 
you definitely lose out. 

FUD, begone! 


Most students don’t get value for 
money from the student union. 

To see for yourself, check out 
the ready reckoner at right and see 
if you, or even most students, are 
getting their money’s worth - plus 
it’ll help you decide if you want to 
join the union next semester. S 


Will you benefit from VSU? 


ANU gym member- $u0 0Q „ 
ship 


Normal sport 
Expensive sport 


$40.00 x 


Membership in club/ ^^0 00 x 
society 

Sandwich/other food $0.50 x 
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Arguments aside, the legislation has passed. ANUSA President Laura Crespo 
and Vice-President Rebecca Thornberry lay out the Union’s response. 


Since late last year, the Univer- 
sity has been working closely with 
ANUSA to ensure that student rep- 
resentation at ANU continues as 
universally as possible under vsu. 

The University has agreed to 
financially assist ANUSA on one 
condition: that there be no mem- 
bership fee. This is because adding 
and economic obstacle to the right 
to representation means disen- 
franchisement for those who can- 
not pay. 

However, to be truly represent- 
ative, we must ensure that there is 
little or no barrier to students to 
undertake the opportunity to ex- 
ercise that right. 

If this does not occur, and 
only “members” engage in repre- 
sentation, then ANUSA stands to 
become an interest group, not a 
representative body, thus endan- 
gering the legitimacy that the As- 
sociation hold in relation to the 
University. 

The best place to begin ad- 
dressing this issue is to ask, what 
is membership? I’ve taken to see it 
as a contract between people who 
choose to come together and agree 
to be bound by a set of rules - in 
As you all may know by now, Vol- has a duty to facilitate this rep- the case of ANUSA, the Constitu- 

untary Student Unionism legisla- reseritation by providing mecha- tion and its Regulations, 

tion was passed on 9 December nisms for broad-based feedback, Subsequently, the ultimate 
2005. accountable avenues for com- power that an association has is 

The legislation means that plaints and grievance procedures. that of exclusion; to differentiate 

universities cannot charge non- between members and non-mem- 

academic fees to students and The current arrangement and bers. 

that membership to student asso- negotiations for 1 July To facilitate the right to repre- 

ciations must be voluntary as of 1 sentation under VSU, the obvious 

July. At the moment, the ANU facilitates solution is to abolish the concept 

The argument that we put for- this process by recognising ANUSA of membership altogether. This 

ward is based on the assumption as the collective voice of students. way all students can enjoy the 


Above VSU has been criticised on campuses across the country 


What the legislation will mean 
for ANUSA 


that all students deserve represen- 
tation with respect to their educa- 
tion. Furthermore, the University 
has a duty to facilitate this rep- 
resentation by providing mecha- 
nisms for broad-based feedback, 
accountable avenues for com- 
plaints and grievance procedures. 
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right to representation and not Association. 

have to worry about membership 

at all. How is this 

However, without membership 
there are no students agreeing to 
bind themselves by the rules and 
ANUSA does not really function. 

Take, for example, the always 
contentious issue of elections. If 
non-members stand for a position 
they are not bound by the rules set 
out in the Election Regulations. 

This would mean they could po- 
tentially be even more chaotic! 

So instead we seek a model of 
membership where the student 
makes and active choice to under- 
take representation through ANU- 
SA, as the legitimised body, and it 
is only when they participate in 
this process that they are bound 
by the rules and regulations of the 


must follow the clubs and socie- 
ties regulations. This model com- 
plies with the legislation’s condi- 
tion of voluntary membership as 
students choose to engage in the 
Association’s processes. 

Furthermore, as we are finan- 
cially supported by the University 
and charging no membership fee, 
we comply with the requirement 
not to charge a compulsory ameni- 
ties fee. 

I think that it is important 
that these constitutional changes 
are taken seriously so that the rep- 
resentation of students continues. 
Ultimately, it is in the Universi- 
ty’s best interest to listen to stu- 
dents. If not the ANU risks losing 
the most vital key to maintaining 
quality, and that is to the detri- 
ment of us all. 


to work in 


If a student wishes to attend a 
meeting of ANUSA then, for the 
period of time in which they are 
in that meeting, they have con- 
sented to being a member of the 
Association and must therefore 
follow the Standing Orders of 
the Association. 

If a student wishes to stand for 
an elected position, they are vol- 
untarily participating in AN US As 
processes and have therefore vol- 
untarily taken up membership, 
and must subsequently comply 
with the electoral regulations. 
Similarly, if a club or society 
wishes to affiliate with ANUSA, it 
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Anonymous Feminist 


The perils o 



I 


(I apologise for the hetero-norma- 
tive nature of this article; I’m writ- 
ing from a personal perspective 
and my sexual preference is blokes. 
I would be very interested to hear a 
queer perspective on this same issue 
though.) 

Many of the heterosexual women 
I know, including myself, have 
found themselves in situations 
that have led to sex and after- 
wards thought, “Okay, so how did 
that happen again?” 

The problem is that there re- 
mains a social expectation that 
once you get to one level of inti- 
macy with someone (i.e. you’ve 
hooked up with them in a club, 
made out at their house after 
a date), then the lurve should 
progress to a next level. If you 
don’t go on to have sex with this 
person the repercussions seem 
dreadful! 

It sometimes seems that it is 
worse to be labelled a cock tease 
than to have sex with someone 
you don’t really want to root. I am 
not by any means saying here that 
all women are tricked into hav- 
ing sex by evil, evil men and that 
women don’t, in fact, enjoy hav- 
ing sex with men but just don’t 


realise it yet in a Sheila Jeffries/ 
Andrea Dworkin “all sex is rape” 
fashion. Sex is great. Men are hot. 
However, don’t you think it's more 
important to actually want to 
fuck someone, rather than merely 
giving in because you think you 
should? 

Double standard 

One problem that I have encoun- 
tered is that, as a feminist, I have 
refused to behave as a “gate-keep- 
er”. I object really strongly to the 
sexual double standard that idol- 
ises promiscuous men and vili- 
fies women who sleep around. I 
think women should fuck whom 
they want, as many people as they 
want, and in whatever position 
they choose. Therefore, in decid- 
ing whether or not to sleep with 
someone there is always the inter- 
nal ideological struggle that goes 
something along the lines of: 
“Well, there’s nothing stopping 
me from having sex with this guy 
except some stupid sexual double 
standard... But what if he’s a dick 
and ignores me afterwards... Hmm, 
he’d be really pissed if I didn’t follow 
through now and he is pretty hot... 
Am I horny? Yes? Oh, God, I don’t 


know... I can’t tell, I've been think- 
ing too long... Oh, hell, what have I 
got to lose?” 

Let me just say, all of this in- 
tellectualising really doesn’t lead 
to unselfconscious, relaxed, drip- 
ping wet, legs behind my head, up 
against a wall, tantric, multiple 
orgasmic sex. What I’ve realised 
is that, in resisting the sexual 
double standard, unbeknownst 
to me I have been placed under 
pressure by another social expec- 
tation that I not be a prick tease. 
Women still face a bloody fine line 
that lies between tight, prudish 
virgin and rampant slut. 

It’s not meant to be a chore 


Shagging should be fun. It needn’t 
always be connected to love, or 
within the context of a relation- 
ship. However, both partners 
need to be comfortable, aware of 
what they are consenting to do 
and the conditions of the interac- 
tion and, very importantly, horny 
as hell. I know it’s much easier to 
say than do, but please, have sex 
with whom you want, when you 
want, and don’t give a fuck about 
what the guy thinks, or what oth- 
er people think. 

Your sexual behaviour should 
be decided by you, not by society. 

And as for ba d sex... 

As a side note: One other very im- 
portant problem that many hete- 
ro women still seem to encounter 
is bad sex. 

Don't stand for it! Women 
are just as deserving of orgasms 
as men. Just because the “stand- 
ard” sex acts have a tendency to 
be more pleasing for those who 
possess a penis doesn’t mean that 
women should have sex that they 
don’t enjoy. 

Be brave, try something dif- 
ferent. Hopefully you know what 
you like. Make sure your partner 
does as well... and make sure he 


cares. 
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The laying on of hands 

Hairy palms aren’t the real danger of 

shaking hands with the bishop, warns James Doig 


You have felt it - haven’t you? 
That feeling of drunken fatigue 
of the body, mind and spirit as an 
omnipresent shadow hangs over 
you, wanting to keep pulling you 
deeper and deeper into oblivion. 
At the same time you hear this 
voice in your head that keeps tell- 
ing you that what you are doing is 
really enjoyable and even good for 
you. What am I referring to? The 
almost universal practice of mas- 
turbation! 

By its very nature, masturba- 
tion involves a frightening sac- 
rifice of our free will as emotion 
overrides all reason. 

Surrender isn’t true freedom 

People are often radical these 
days over issues such as political 
freedom and the preservation of 
human rights. What happened to 
the right to say no, to choose what 
we want? People believe that they 
are exercising this freedom in 
the form of masturbation, se xual 
promiscuity, and 

the willing submission to and en- 
tertainment of disordered sexual 
appetites. But they are being de- 
ceived by a dark force which at- 
tempts to take beauty and twist it 
into a falsified imitation of truth 
that leads only to utter unhappi- 
ness, despair and complete lack of 
dignity for oneself and others. 

Freedom is a right essential to 
and inherent in our humanity. Hu- 
man rights are a way to safeguard 
this freedom in society. We have 
rights to privacy, to ownership, 
and to life. Laws protect these 
rights, and are a necessary part of 
any cultured civilisation. 

Society is like a living organ- 
ism, with the specialisation and 


differentiation of its component 
parts; it has protective “barriers" 
(like skin) and regulatory systems 
much like homeostatic mecha- 
nisms. There are natural laws 
which are not restrictors but facil- 
itators, which enable us to achieve 
our full potential on a physical or 
spiritual plane. 

The Catholic Church has been 
hammered over recent years for 
its refusal to relinquish its claims 
on a superior sense of sexual mo- 
rality and freedom. This is what 
happens when a movement de- 
mands such radical renunciations 
of what most people consider to be 
a normal facet of daily life and an 
integral part of our freedom. The 
Catholic Church is not suppressing 
our sexuality but embracing it. 

"Everyone, man and woman, 
should acknowledge and accept his 
sexual identity. Physical, moral, and 
spiritual difference and complemen- 
tarity are oriented toward the goods 
of marriage and the flourishing of 
family life. The harmony of the couple 
and of society depends in part on the 
way in which the complementarity, 
needs, and mutual support between 
the sexes are lived out .” 1 

The Church does not accept a 
perverted sexuality, but embraces 
sexuality in its truth and whole- 
ness - in physical, spiritual and 
emotional realms. Most sex educa- 
tion does not deal with the physi- 
ological or spiritual elements of 
our sexuality. Despite what people 
may tell themselves, most people 
in today’s society aren’t comfort- 
able with their own sexuality. 

Animalistic consciousness 

"Sexuality affects all aspects of the 
human person in the unity of his 



■ 




body and soul. It especially concerns 
affectivity, the capacity to love and 
to procreate, and in a more general 
way the aptitude for forming bonds 
of communion with others ." 2 

Pornography and masturba- 
tion are robbers and destroyers of 
freedom - of beauty. Pornography 
steals from both parties involved. 
Those who are involved in the por- 
nography are robbed of what little 
decency they have. Those who par- 
ticipate in it, as viewers, are losing 
a part of themselves. They are low- 
ering themselves down to an ani- 
malistic realm of consciousness 
and an unnatural way of life. You 
lose a purity and beauty inside of 
you - a beauty that is the greatest 
thing of all - and yet, in no time, 
pornography robs you of this 
and very quickly convinces you it 
doesn’t exist, but it does! 

Pornography and disordered/ 
unnatural sexual desires and prac- 
tices can very often victimise wom- 
en and lend to men the idea that 

Continued on pase 21 
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People worry if female pop stars are sexualising their impressionable 
young girls. But Megan Leahy asks a dangerous question: what if 
that’s a good thing? 

o o 

ity. Just because they 
are not having sex des 
not mean that they 
don’t want to know . 

about it, furthermore, 
it doesn’t mean that 
they shouldn’t know 
about it. 

Don’t get me 
wrong, I have big is- 
sues with the portray- 
al of female sexuality 
in pop culture, how- 
ever what I take to be 
the real problem is not 
the fact that it is being 
portrayed, rather the 
nature in which it is 
presented. 

Take, for exam- : 
pie, women like Brit- 


mmm 


Over the past several years a lot 
of complaint has arisen from con- 
cerned parents and psychologists 
about the exposure to sexual- 
ity that young girls/tweens (early 
adolescents) have through popu- 
lar culture. Scantily clad popstars 
such as Britney Spears and Chris- 
tina Aguilera have been on the 
receiving end of this criticism due 
to the sexualised nature of the 
performances and given that their 
primary market is young girls. 

The most commonly voiced 
complaint about this is the fact 
that exposure to sex is making 
these little girls grow up and see 
themselves as sexual beings too 
early. 

What seems to be the problem 
with these portrayals of female 
sexuality is that it is being por- 
trayed full stop, not so much the 
nature of the portrayal. 
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Alternatively, Christina Aguil- 
era has copped a lot of flack for the 
explicitly sexual tone of her work, 
more so, I’d argue than Ms Spears 
or Ms Simpson. This is probably 
because Aguilera’s sexuality is 
more overt and openly discussed 
in her music. And there is no deny- 
ing that she gets it out there. 


their personal life, 
they took any opportunity to get 
their tits out in video clips/photo 
shoots etc. 

The way that I read the message 
that these women were sending to 
young girls is that it’s not okay to 

have sex, but it’s definitely a very A more positive message 
valuable thing to be sexy for men. 

Don’t you dare consider enjoying 
beings. Not in the sense that they your sex life yourself, they say, but 
are engaging in partner sex acts, make sure that you satisfy a male 
but they are curious about sexual- visual desire. 






However, I think the message be- 
ing sent out by Christina is much 
more positive than that of many 
other woman pop artists. 

;■ AS'i-fe 
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The laying on of hands 



continue this? Smell the fresh air. 
See the beautiful natural world 
around you. Don’t you just feel like 
you want to be a part of it? 


• Pray the Our Father and pray 
constantly this prayer (the Jesus 
Prayer): “Lord Jesus Christ, son 
of the living God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.” 

• Ask God for true humility and 
love. 

• Make use of the sacraments of 
penance/confession (the graces 
received from a well prepared 
and humble confession are im- 
measurable) and the Eucharist 
(only if properly prepared, with 
fasting, a disposition of true hu- 
mility, a firm belief in transub- 
stantiation and be in a state of 
grace). 

• Pray the rosary. 

• Read the papal encyclicals ( Hu - 
manae Vitae, etc.) dealing with 
regard to sexual morality, the 
family, and the dignity of hu- 
man life. 

• Read about the saints and be in- 
spired to live like them. 

I, a sinner, pray that this arti- 
cle will allow God’s grace to touch 
you and lead you to the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. ■ 


they are just a "way” to pleasure. 

Again, Catholicism teaches a very 
different approach to sexuality. In 
fact, were many secular women’s Choose life! 
associations to truly understand 
Catholic teaching they would see 
that it provides an equality among 
the sexes that their corrupt sense 
of morality cannot provide. 

"In creating men 'male and fe- 
male, God gives man and woman 
an equal personal dignity... Man is a 
person, man and woman equally so, 
since both were created in the image 
and likeness of the personal God ." 3 


The Church teaches: “God is love 
and in himself he lives a mystery 
of personal loving communion. 
Creating the human race in his 
own image... God inscribed in 
the humanity of man and woman 
the vocation, and thus the capac- 
ity and responsibility, of love and 
communion.” 4 

Catholics are called to “love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind, 
and your neighbour as yourself” 
(Luke 10:27). Work and pray for 
the grace to pursue this holy life 
inscribed within our very being 
and to be able to discern the dark 
forces’ mockery of Christ’s mes- 
sage and his call to love. 

If you are a Catholic or belong 
to some other Christian denomi- 
nation: 

• Read the Bible. 

• Pray every day that God will give 
you the gift of faith. 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften 
your heart and open your mind 
and heart to the truth of Jesus 
Christ. 


Be you Protestant, Catholic, Hin- 
du, Muslim, Sikh, Taoist, Bud- 
dhist, Sharman, New Ager, atheist 
- whatever your affiliation, this is 
relevant to you. Think about it. 

Just about everyone on this 
planet wants to be happy and free, 
be it in this life or the next, so in 
this issue which concerns your 
physical and spiritual freedom, 
it is essential that you stand up 
and fight for that freedom. Deep 
down, you know that the road 
you’re walking doesn’t lead you 
anywhere except to a place of mo- 
mentary pleasure that leaves you 
feeling worse off afterwards. Why 


References (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, Article 6) 


1 . Clause 2333 

2 . Clause 2332 

3 . Clause 2334 

4 . Clause 2331 
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First of all, she doesn't present XTina in her entirety. She doesn’t 
the contradictory “virgin” ele- do anything to encourage the de- 
ment. parture of women from ridicu- 

Secondly, she obviously owns it lously restrictive beauty norms for 
and isn’t afraid of the sexual dou- a start, but that’s another rant for 

another day.) ■ 

I’m even starting to like the 
“new Britney”. That’s right, the 
woman I’ve heard be described as 
the “slutty Britney”. 

Why do I like her, you ask? ; 
Well, in spite of the fact that she 
still comes across as fairly intel- 
lectually malnourished, she’s got- 




because that’s what good girls 
mentality. 


Hell, she s even got a soi 
about female masturbation (i 
called “Touc h of My Hand”... b 


seem to be. 

Thirdly, and very importantly, 
is the fact that her songs are gen- 
erally all self-esteem building and 
one or two are even overtly pro- 
feminist. Listen to “Can’t Hold Us 
Down”; you’ll be pleasantly sur- 
prised. 

(Of course, I don’t approve of 


shamed. 

Not that, I’m sure, she didn’t 
realise the capacity that a song 
about double clicking one’s mouse 
has to get men off. But hey, its a 
step in the right direction. ■ 


Megan Leahy is the ANU Worn 
en’s Officer for 2006. 


ten over the stupid “I’m a virgin 
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Forget Australian Idol If you want 
truly tragic, just look at the average 
uni student. Here’s one Theodore 
Theodorus prepared earlier. 


A lot of people will tell you that 
your university years are the best 
years of your life. That is a polite 
way of saying that on the balance 
of probability you’re going to end 
up pretty worthless and shit. 

Enjoy these years, they mean 
to say, because one day you’ll look 
at your fat, acne-scarred, alcoholic 
face in the mirror, contemplate 
the decades you’ve spent stuck in 
middle management and think, 
“Gosh, who knew those nights 
spent mungtarding myself on pills 
and talking about my ‘feelings’ to 
sixteen-year-old girls would be 
the closest thing I ever had to true 
happiness?” 

You'd better gorge yourself on 
idiot potions now, because when 
you’re screaming at umpires at 
your kids’ soccer matches, the 
nights you staggered back to col- 
lege with a coked-up slapper, suf- 




«rhink of yourself as a 
newly released spore 
from the poisonous 
mushroom of existence." 


fered erectile dysfunction, vom- 
ited in the sink, and returned to 
find her gone will seem like true 
salvation. 

Or maybe, when they do the 
“best years of your life” routine, 
they’ve confused your genera- 
tion’s university years with theirs, 
and think that you’re about to em- 
bark on a magical mystery tour 
and unlock your mojo with the gi- 
ant purple karma communist care 
bear, rather than getting lectures 
on tape, working 40-hour “part 
time” weeks at Cafe Cocksmoker, 
getting metrosexual haircuts, 



spending hard-earned weekends 
being kicked in the soul by mind- 
numbing house beats, going to 
sleep on the pingers and dream- 
ing alternately of absolving third 
world debt and eating your own 
face from despair, and buying $30 
cocktails for people you don’t even 
know if you like or not. The world 
is certainly a changed place. 

I was spending my Friday night 
pouring Johnnie Walker shots 
into unattended Midori Splices 
when a long-haired baby-boomer 
bong casualty approached me to 
discuss matters of mass culture. 

“I wouldn’t want to be your age 
these days, mate,” he said. Why? 
"Because there’s nothing to get 
into, maaan\" 

Well, true, he had Maoism, 
punk rock, existentialism, and 
Jean-Luc Godard. But we were 
surrounded by staggering slap- 
pers, and just the other night I had 
drunk so much whiskey there was 
blood in my vomit. So it’s always 
too early to say there’s nothing to 
get into. Besides, we’ve got ragga 
jungle and a new era of self-hate. 

But "getting into stuff” has 
a price of its own - youth move- 
ments are beautiful dreams which, 
like acid journeys with the Grate- 
ful Dead, have a danger of making 
the rest of life a sorrowful awak- 
ening, or, worse, permanently ren- 
dering the dreamer a basketcase 
ideologue. 

The world of our youth may be 
a wretched and barren desert, but 
at least it isn’t full of mirages, pe- 
yote spirit guides, and promises. 

Personally, I don’t think you 
should have the goal of making 
university the best years of your 
life. University is a time to get an 
education, of course, but also a 


time to do some soul searching, to 
attempt to find out who you really 
are, to fail abysmally, to settle for 
self-dissolution. 

Try to think of yourself as a 
newly released spore from the poi- 
sonous mushroom of existence. 
One day you’ll grow into your own 
mushroom. If you haven’t had any 
moments where it has occurred to 
you to peel off your own face to 
avoid having to look at it again, 
you probably haven’t done univer- 
sity properly. 

If at any time you feel like 
mashing people into jelly and feed- 
ing them to livestock, let those 
feelings come. Cultivate them and 
nurture them - they make us hu- 
man. Don’t stick pingers in your 
anus in search of happiness. Don’t 
join FOCUS. Building up your stores 
of bitterness is the way to ensure 
that university isn't the best years 
off your life. 

Let me explain. To me, the 
reason that university so often 
serves to make the rest of life an 
anticlimax is probably because we 
haven’t adapted to a world that 
no longer allows itself to be laden 
with empty promises. 

Perhaps in the 1970s it made 
sense to tell people to emerge 
from university with a social con- 
science, a sense of self, and a be- 
lief in their ability to change the 
world. The disease of self-esteem 
still plagues our world. It is a curse 
of youth to be led to believe that 
one’s job in this world is to become 
happy and free. 

Towards the end of the collaps- 
ing Roman empire, Edward Gibbon 
tells us, Roman citizens looked to 
the freedom of the barbarians be- 
yond the wall. Our parents’ gen- 
eration looked to the promise of 
the future. 

Today there is no “beyond the 
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THE TRUTH IS OUT TH 




wall”. The Ostrogoths are sticking _ 

pingers in their anuses, and we ^ Wctlflliriff 3.UOU.1 
are already living in the future, so ^ 

there is nothing for us to do, if we Something I will say, for novice 

are still looking towards our origi- Arts students who come across 

nal goals, besides drown ourselves some of this stuff, is that books 
in mind-numbing sensualist pleas- that tell you that postmodern phi- 

ure or join religious movements losophy centres on an attack on 

which suggest that everything objective truths, or anything like 

will be alright if we close our eyes, that, are written by people who 
block our ears, lift up our hearts, should be fed to livestock, 
and wait to be carried into a pat Postmodernism is through and 
and tawdry salvation. through an attack on subjectivity. 

The problem is that most af- This is very different. An attack on 
firmative project itself - seeking objectivity can be recovered from 
happiness, freedom, fulfilment. - one can adopt a Sartrean atti- 
Asking us today to take on such an tude and say that you can give the 
individualistic project is like ask- world its value, even if it has none 
ing us to build a snowman in Hell. |l— — — — 

Everything collapses fairly 

quickly into useless mush. That’s one begins to fall apart - rather 

not so bad. Most of one’s public than a false start. After anarchism 

achievements will inevitably feel comes abysmalism. 
like performing a raunchy strip- 
tease to an empty club - humili- 
atingly earnest, yet thoroughly 
insignificant. Racist governments 
will be resentfully tolerated. The 
innocent will be mashed up in 
secret places. The torturer’s horse 
will yawn. 


is that the next time somebody 
tells you that university is the best 
time of your life, you should gnaw 
off your fingers and spit them in 
his face. 

Anything constructivist or self- 
affirmative must be resisted with 
militant contempt. Otherwise we 
will never escape the tragic irony 
of a world whose ideal is self-af- 
firmation and yet is unable to pro- 
duce anything to be affirmed. Thus 
we search for the invisible value in 
ourselves, watching reality shows 
where people as inane as us are 
placed under nauseating scrutiny. 
We gaze into the mirror that Big 
Brother holds up to ourselves, care- 
fully following every haggard Che- 
kovian moment, perhaps unaware 
that what we are searching for is 
a sign of life within our wretched 
being, until finally we give up, get 
to the Uncut special, perve on na- 
ked people, giggle at boobies, and, 
in this simple act, find the affirma- 
Where was I going with all of this? tion we were looking for. 

I don’t think I was going any where. Hoody hoo. Welcome to the 

I have lost the plot. All I am saying prime flush of youth. ■ 


Of course there is one other possi- 
bility. Concrete promises, perhaps, 
can no longer be believed in. Uni- 
versity can no longer be the period 
of a blissful fidelity to an ideal. 

But perhaps one could dedi- 
cate oneself to the very form of 
a promise. Not a promise which 
waits for a revolution to install 
itself, but a Derridean, postmod- 
ernist promete that really prom- 
ises nothing but only serves to 
shake things up at the moment, to 
preserve the radical and irreduc- 
ible incompleteness of the present 
moment. 

Maybe. 

Or it could be that postmod- 
ernism is just a roundabout French 
way of telling us to tear ourselves 
apart at the seams. 


Perhaps what we really need is our 
own student movement - not a 
unified issue to rally around, nor 
even an angry nihilism (which 
would be too soon commercialised 
and go from standing for nothing 
to standing for the only real thing: 
making money from impression- 
able kids), but rather some kind 
of communal degeneration. Some- 
thing like Buddhism, without the 
Buddha and the love. Then, like 
Meningococcal viri, we can spread 
our dissolution to the wider com- 
munity. 

That way, university could be a 
genuine inception - the moment 
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Because of the dominance of 
these factions, they are able to 
choose the two most influential 
positions within the Union with- 
out consultation with any other 
students, and the formal process 
of voting is farcical. 

This has been going on for 
years. 2005’s deal was signed in 
July without either faction know- 
ing who the other side’s candidate 
would be. 

Amusingly, Unity’s candi- 
date, who was preselected at NUS, 
wound up being pro-life Michael 
DeBruyn. Despite NOLS having 
supported a resolution support- 
ing the use of contraception pills 
and being pro-choice, everyone in 
nols supported DeBruyn. 

Given that the General Secre- 
tary is responsible for the NUS’s 
finances, and that past General 
Secretaries have denied funding 
for various initiatives, its worth 
wondering whether Michael will 
fund the programs of NUS. Of 
course, we don’t know whether he 
would do that, and all the factions 
are involved in deals to different 
degrees and it is an unfortunate, 
though inevitable, part of the 
process. 

Debate is stifled... 


nus’s factionalism problem has 
reached the point that the confer- 
ence is unable to function prop- 
erly or work efficiently to help stu- 
dents. 

The larger groupings hold 
enough of the votes on conference 
floor that they have the capacity 
to actually stop debate. 


For debate to occur on confer- 
ence floor, a certain percentage of 
the total delegates are required to 
approve. Thanks to this require- 
ment and the dominance of the 
bigger factions there were only 
about fifteen hours of debate this 
year - half the usual time spent 
debating policy and rules changes 
and voting on it. 

Given that it costs each del- 
egate and observer $880 dollars 
to come to NUS and the majority 
are funded by their universities, 
the question must be asked: are 
students getting value for their 
money? 

The overall result of delays was 
that very little policy was actually 
discussed, and the areas which 
were neglected because of the lack 
of time were where NUS could ac- 
tually make a difference, with ini- 
tiatives relating to women’s policy, 
queer policy and international stu- 
dents. This is both frustrating for 
members of the Conference, and 
disenfranchising to the students 
whom they represent. 

... not that it would matter 

Having said that, much of what oc- 
curs on conference floor is a farce 
anyway. 

Generally, when quorum is not 
reached at the appointed time it 
is because the factions are "cau- 
cusing”, that is, debating policy 
or pre-selecting candidates. Once 
they have reached an agreement 
with their members, they will 
bind on this decision. This means 
that factions will rarely split their 
vote, regardless of the sentiment 
of particular members, or their 
constituents. 

When caucuses aren’t meeting, 
they negotiate with each other 
to ensure that they have enough 
votes to pass a policy, or just to 
get it debated. Again, this means 
that what actually occurs on con- 
ference floor, by way of debate and 
argumentation is pretty much 
irrelevant. A lot of time is con- 
sumed either by those earbashing 
other delegates with entrenched 
ideological positions, or by those 


seeking to raise their profile prior 
to elections. Again, outcomes are a 
foregone conclusion, based on fac- 
tional machinations. 

Its worth noting that NUS 
does not exist in a vacuum. The 
people who use NUS as a factional 
playground will typically go on to ' 
work either in a union or for politi- 
cians. 

Julia Gillard was President of 
the AUS (predecessor to the nus), 
Natasha Stott Despoja was an NUS 
player in her day, and Penny Wong 
was once on the NUS national ex- 
ecutive. The list goes on, and gets 
especially long if you include un- 
ions like the SDA and ACTU. 

Suffice to say these positions 
can kick-start careers; that’s why 
they are fought over so savagely. 

So many stories to tell! 

There is so much more to tell - sto- 
ries of the Liberals assaulting peo- 
ple and abusing the Aboriginal 
elder who came to open the con- 
ference and much more - but the 
fundamental question all of the 
above raises is: should we be con- 
cerned that the future of NUS is 
now in doubt, following the imple- 
mentation of vsu legislation? 

This is a difficult question, 
hinging on just how disillusioned 
with nus one is. 

Other alternatives to this un- 
wieldy body are being floated, 
including a Council of Campus 
Presidents, envisaged as a coun- 
terpart to the Vice-Chancellor’s 
Council. Although this would not 
be as participatory as the current 
National Conference, it could be 
efficient and cheap, combining the 
elements of a national voice with 
localised policies. 

Ultimately, though, radical 
change is needed to our Union 
- change that is now likely to oc- 
cur, whether that is at the behest 
of students themselves, or a con- 
servative federal government. 

Given that overall vsu will 
have a serious impact on the lives 
of students, it would perhaps be a 
small mercy if it led to an improve- 
ment in the way nus is run. ■ 

urn 
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Leig h Hughes and Ana Hanson 

You may never have heard of Hugo 
Chavez or know the politics of 
Simon Bolivar and you might be 
lucky even to name the capital of 
Venezuela - they’re parts of a sto- 
ry that Australia’s corporate me- 
dia doesn't want you to hear. 

It’s a story that gets drowned 
out by news stories about how 
Kerry Packer was such a great guy, 
how the actions of the Cronulla’s 
lynch mobs were “understand- 
able”, how us Marines are creat- 
ing democracy in Iraq one city at 
a time, and the other drivel that 
gets passed as fair and balanced 
reporting these days. 

Its almost as if they wanted you 
to despair, become cynical, resign 
yourself to getting on in Howard’s 
Australia and somehow pay back 
that HECS debt. After all, there’s 
no alternative... Or at least none 
they want you to know about. 

But what if for the last six years 
there was a country actually prov- 
ing that there is an alternative to 
the paranoid, cut-throat capital- 
ism that has led us and the rest of 
the planet into the polluted, un- 
equal, and war-torn state we find 
it in today? 

No, wait - it already do es! 

That country exists. It’s called the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, 
and in six years it’s gone from a 
place where 80% of people lived in 
poverty to a place that has: 

• Eradicated illiteracy; 

• Introduced free university edu- 
cation and health care; 

• Brought in an eight-hour work- 
ing day; and 

• Started the redistribution of 


wealth, property, and power 
from the rich to the poor. 

A revolution is sweeping Ven- 
ezuela from the poor rural com- 
munities to the slums and shanty- 
towns that surround the cities and 
down into the capital of Caracas 
itself. 

It’s a revolution where col- 
lectives of poor farmers are re- 
claiming idle land from absentee 
landlords, where factories and oil 
refineries are being taken over by 
their workers, where people are 
getting regular meals and seeing 
doctors and teachers for the first 
time in their lives, and where real 
democracy is taking hold at the 
grass roots in the slums and in the 
streets. 

The alternative emerges 

The story of the revolution is an 
amazing one, of a suppressed re- 
bellion, imprisoned revolution- 
aries, of several elections, a US- 
backed military coup, a popular 
uprising, the deepening of reform, 
of lock-outs and strikes, and now 
a move to junk capitalism alto- 
gether. 

It’s a revolution, however, that 
also has meaning for us and not 
only because the other peoples of 
Latin America are raising their 
own flags of revolt, but because 
Venezuela once, like Australia, 
had a system of two near-identi- 
cal major parties that alternated 
in telling the people there was no 
alternative to capitalism. 

Despite being blessed with 
enormous oil reserves, the profits 
from oil sales were siphoned off 
by the country’s corrupt capital- 
ist elite, being spent on enormous 
mansions and hidden in US banks. 


But around the gated communities 
of the rich and the inner-city won- 
derland of Coca-Cola and Nestle 
billboards crushing poverty and 
underdevelopment plagued the 
majority of people’s lives. 

The people finally had enough 
when, in 1989, President Carlos 
Andres Perez increased petrol 
prices overnight. Protests, ri- 
ots, looting, and violence spread 
throughout the country and the 
capital was gripped by insurrec- 
tion. This became known as the 
Caracazo and was a turning point, 
seen as the beginning of the end of 
capitalist control. 


During the uprising an army 
colonel by the name of Hugo 
Chavez, who followed the teach- 
ings of the anti-colonial liberator 
of South America, Simon Bolivar, 
led sections of the military in 
support of the uprising. The Pe- 
rez regime eventually was able to 
crush the uprising by littering the 
streets with the dead and dying, 
but although Chavez was impris- 
oned he became a popular hero for 
his part in the revolt. 

In 1998, after being released 
due to popular pressure, Chavez 
contested and won the presiden- 
tial election with 60% of the vote. 
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Since then Chavez and his sup- 
porters have won all of the seven 
elections held in the country with 
an increasing majority. Support 
for the opposition parties that 
once dominated Venezuela has 
collapsed and in the 2005 elections 
were unable to secure even a single 
seat in parliament. 

Since 1998 a huge number 
of social gains have been made 
with Chavez as president, but he 
does not take full credit for the 
progress of the revolution. Indeed, 
one of the most exciting things 
about the struggle in Venezuela is 
that the push for change is coming 
from the grass roots, by the poor 
majority who feel that Chavez’s 
presidency is an opening for them 
to achieve what was once impos- 
sible. 

The revolution’s successes 


Since 1998, not only has Venezue- 
la’s constitution been rewritten to 
defend the basic legal and full so- 
cial rights of Venezuelans, to the 
extent that now many Venezue- 
lans walk around with a copy in 
their pocket, but the bureaucratic 
and corrupt civil service has been 
sidelined by the emergence of the 
social missions. 

The missions, covering health, 
basic and university education, 
food provision, training for coop- 
eratives, land reform, indigenous 
rights, and many other areas, in- 
volve the vast majority of the pop- 
ulation in their running and have 
greatly raised not only the stand- 
ard of living but also the participa- 
tion of Venezuelans in determin- 
ing their own future. 

Since the formation of the mis- 
sions: 

• 1,230,000 people have been 
taught to read; 

• Clean water has been provided 
to millions for the first time; 

• The infant mortality rate has 
fallen; 

• Unused land is now being farmed 
with the help of cheap loans so 


less food needs to be imported; 
and 

• The employment of women has 
been raised from 43.3% to 81.2%, 
amongst many other gains. 

Cheap food at state-run super- 
markets, the opening of one hun- 
dred new free universities, and the 
work of twenty thousand Cuban 
doctors have also transformed a 
society where provision for such 
needs was once only available to 
the rich. 

Also, just as the social mis- 
sions have risen, the remnants 
of unjust government have been 
broken down. The corrupt board 
of the state oil company has been 
sacked after years of lining their 
own pockets, the rich have finally 
been made to pay their taxes, and 
the violent Caracas police force 
has been threatened with dissolu- 
tion. 

Internationally, a new trade 
bloc is also being formed, known 
as the Bolivarian Alternative for 
the Americas (alba), and is prov- 
ing an egalitarian alternative to 
the US push for free trade zones 
across the continent where US 
companies can exploit cheap la- 
bour and the environment. 

A revolution that capitalists 
and the US couldn’t hold down 

This opposition of people’s rights 
to the privileges of the elites, how- 
ever, has infuriated the rich of 
Venezuela and of the United States 
- who began to describe Venezue- 
la as part of an “axis of evil” and 
planned for the assassination of 
Chavez. 

In April 2002, this tension ex- 
ploded, with the opposition forces 
staging a US-backed military coup 
that abducted Chavez. 

Upon hearing of the coup, 
however, vast numbers of people 
descended from the hillside slums 
surrounding the capital to demand 
the return of Chavez. Surrounding 
the presidential palace they called 
on the military to oppose the plot- 


ters, stormed the corporate televi- 
sion stations, and turned the tide 
against the businessmen who had 
seized power. 

Paratroopers loyal to Chave2 
retook the presidential palace and 
even the unit assigned to abduct 
and then kill Chavez refused to 
do so. Within a day the coup was 
defeated, its leaders arrested and 
Chavez was returned: all by the 
force of a people defending their 
revolution. 

The Bush Administration, 
which had publicly recognised the 
counter-revolutionary govern- 
ment even before the coup had be- 
gun, looked rather sheepish. 

Since the failed coup, however, 
and as the benefits of the revolu- 
tion have come to fruition the 
revolutionary people of Venezuela 
have come to understand what the 
next stage must be in the struggle 
to reclaim their country: social- 
ism. 

This they found when in their 
struggles to create a new human- 
ist future for Venezuela they kept 
coming up against the forces of 
capital and were only succeeding 
due to the power of a people who 
knew the revolution was theirs. 

Any progress, they saw, would 
require the spread of participatory 
democracy to every farm and fac- 
tory, every street and every slum. 
They saw the need for the elimi- 
nation of class inequality and the 
governing by the people of the 
resources they require to develop 
- such is the essence of socialism. 

Venezuela’s story today is still 
a story of struggle, a struggle for 
democratic socialism, in opposi- 
tion to the capitalist nightmare 
George Bush and John Howard de- 
mands we all still dream. 

The Bolivarian revolution 
needs as many allies as it can find. 
But more so, it needs others to find 
their own struggle for socialism 
and to win it. ■ 

The authors are members of 
the anu’s Resistance Club. 


27 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news- 



j 



• ■ ■ 




local members for some lively^ 
debate in Union Com t 

6 P- m - 

• Clubs and Societies Evening % 

• Law Students’ Society pre-Toga 
Party (tickets from lss) v 


ft?# %t- 


.s' 1 . 


Thursday, 15 February 






9 a.m, 

• ANU Green Ride to Uni Break- 




ua.m. 

• Jellybabies Brunch outside the 


V*# 


Friday, 16 February 


2 p.m. 

• Sports Carnival/chill out after- 

‘^hoon - Chifley Meadow. 

It? Get into teams made up 

§ of members of your college, 
club, society, sporting team, or 
friends for an afternoon of chal- 
lenges including a jelly wrestling 
competition, tug-of-war and 
horizontal bungee. 

• Check out the intro to inter-hall 
sport 

5 p.m. 

• Battle of the Bands at The Street 
Theatre. See some of Canberra’s 
coolest bands in action, includ- 
ing Dahahu and Los Capitanes. 

From 7 p.m. 

• Band Night at ANU Uni Bar. 
anu’s traditional band night is 
bigger than ever before with DJ 
Paul Mac, Starky, and support. 
(dj Paul Mac interview: p. 32) 

ANUSA tickets: $15. 


Wednesday, 15 February 


• Fantasy Island (tickets from 
Darts Club) 

5 p.m. -7.30 p.m. 

• Department drinks at Univer- 
sity House 

From 7.30 p.m. 

• Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire and Zoolander screening 
at the Coombes Theatre. Food 
available; no alcohol 

From 10 p.m. 

• Academy - Mark Dynamix. 

$5 for ANU students. 




10 a.m. -4 p.m. 

• The school carnival is here 
as anu celebrates its annual 
Market Day. Clubs, sociev 
ties, organisations and busi- 
nesses will have plenty of food 
stalls, fun activities and awe- 
some giveaways. 

Some highlights: 

• ClubGO - ANU’s most 
popular club with VIP cards 
for awesome clubs, cafes, and 
stores discounts! (Copland en- 
trance on Uni Ave.) 

• Anime Society free screen- 
ings in mcc Theatre 6. 

4 p.m. 

• Stand up session: Flown in from 
Melbourne to Union Court, 
Rod Quantock will have you in 
stitches and the politicians in> 
tears as he demonstrates why he 
is one of Australia’s top comedi-. 




bottom of Union Court. 

Tickets: $5. 

5 p.m. -7 p.m. 

• The ANU Psychology Society 
invites us out on a date, a few 
dates in fact, as Valentine’s Day 
speed dating kicks off in the 
ANU bar. 

7 p.m. 

• Treading Water performing 
stand-up comedy 

: inks all night. 8 p.m. ’til late 

It’s “Back to School” at Acad- 
emy with the ANU School Disco. 
Put your school uniforms on 
for a night of bad behaviour. $2 
drinks all night. 

Tickets: $5. 


asais 




It doesn’t end there 




Just because the week has end- 
ed doesn’t mean the fun has to 
- look out for the ClubGO party 
on Thursday, 9 March at Moose- 
heads! ■ 




Monday, 13 Februar 


Tuesday, 14 February 


±0 a.m. 

• Buy your tickets to O-Week 
events 

• Pick up your free O-Week show- 
bag in Union Court. 

Noon 

• Weapon X and Ken Hell per- 
forming in Union Court 

Noon-2 p.m. 

• BBQ in Union Court 

• Meet members of the Students’ 
Association 


11 a.m. -4 p.m. 

• Head to Civic Pool for some fun 
in the sun - it’s the back to scho ol 
swimming carnival! 

This should be one of the big- 
gest events this week. At our 
disposal will 
be a ten-me- 
tre diving 
board, a DJ 
Acad- 
and a 


Below Union Court will be the 
centre of lots of events 


p.m. -7 p.m. 

You’re not a true Canberra stu-;£ 
dent until you’ve had a first 
hand lesson in politics... from ; i 
the politicians. Join federal and 


jgsa.anu.edu, au 


emy, 
volleyball L' 
court. jr" 

Catch the K 
freebustothe > 
pool from the 


Civic Safari from 6 p.m. 

• Starting in the Uni Bar, enjoy a 
night on the town checking out 
some of Canberra’s most hap- 
pening night spots. No cover 
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Above The Playhouse 


Coming to Canberra can be an 
mittedly daunting experience, 
the untrained eye, expecting to 
an unholy melange of firewoi 
political dealing, and adult enl 
tainment as soon as they cross 
ACT border, the city can pres 
^ itself as an enigma. The stre 
llj can be sparsely populated, the < 
Iff centre (Civic, as it is known to 
li locals... and everyone else) see 
H | to arrive out of nowhere and at 
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of the b: 


wearing 
in Canbj 
cerning j 


spots in 

MOO; 

Canberra 


stroyed 
uct of a 


drinking. 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page16005958 






















Why You Should Go: Although 
other nightclubs try, few can 
match the down-and-dirty value 
of Shooters’ $2 drinks, complete 
with undersized pool table and 
buck-hunter video game. 

Drawbacks: Be prepared for 
more communication problems 
with the other clientele (most 
people just give up and dance with 
each other). Your feet will also lit- 
erally stick to the floor on most 
occasions. 

Academy Strange as it may 
seem, the Academy nightclub is 
actually situated in what was once 
Canberra’s first arthouse cinema. 
The new use for the space leaves 
the original movie screen in tact, 
which is used either to display 
music clips, or, more frequently, 
to display psychedelic images for 
people on ecstasy. The club also 
rather impressively incorporates 
an upstairs cocktail bar, replete 
with giant glass window which al- 
lows you to look out over the en- 
tire downstairs section of the club. 
(Not that there’s much to see.) 

Why You Should Go: Apart from 
the internal aesthetics of the club, 
which as the night progresses you 
may be in less and less of a posi- 
tion to appreciate, Academy also 
has a fine selection of alcoholic 
drinks, combining both cocktail 
and non-cocktail. In competition 
with the other clubs, they also like 
to promote their “Trash Thursday”, 
which offers $2 drinks. 

Drawbacks: The cover charge 
can at times be extortionate, go- 
ing as high as $10-15. If they try 
and spring that on you, retreat to 
Shooter’s immediately. 

The Phoenix Evocative of the 
Leaky Cauldron from Harry Pot- 
ter, The Pheno (as it is affection- 
ately known) is a charming little 

Below Outdoor chess remains 
stubbornly popular 



pub directly opposite the Civic bus 
interchange. Assorted crap lines 
the walls; blackboards encour- 
age toilet graffiti and the eclectic 
clientele huddle together in the 
smoky ambience. Try your hand 
at backgammon over a pint from 
the selection of beers and cider on 
tap, or keep it simple by perusing 
the concise wine list (you can get 
either red or white). Monday night 
sees local acts come together for 
the popular bootleg sessions. 

Cinema, theatre, and other 
intellectual pursuits 

Cinema 8c Theatre 

Electric Shadows: Old school 
charm oozes from the twin cine- 
ma wedged between Akuna Street 
and the Casino in Civic. You won’t 
find any mainstream releases here. 
Electric Shadows seems dedicated 
to bringing the best of arthouse, 
foreign and award winning docu- 
mentaries to the Canberra public. 
They also do a mean choc top. Af- 
ter the movie check out the Elec- 
tric Shadows Bookshop, full of 
wish list reading and alternative 
video library at the back. (Pop into 
Babar next door for a coffee and 
cake when you’re done perusing.) 

Canberra Theatre: The Canberra 
Theatre is in the middle of Civic 
and contains both a conventional 
theatre and a Shakespearian style 
playhouse (aptly named The Play- 
house). This is where most of the 
major touring theatre/dance/com- 
edy productions are put on. It is 
highly recommended that you sign 
up for an Under-27 pass (it’s free!), 
as this can lead to significant dis- 
counts for many performances. 

Street Theatre: Situated on 
the edge of campus (so you have 
no excuse not to go), the Street 
Theatre offers a variety of differ- 
ent performances at cheap prices 
throughout the year. Keep an eye 
out for Pete Parnell’s QED, and 
David Mamet’s Boston Marriage, as 
well as, of course, the Law Revue. 

Places to drink coffee 

If there's one thing Canberra is 
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Above Mooseheads remains one of 
Canberra's most popular venues 

definitely not short of, it is places 
to sit and muse unproductively 
over coffee. Perhaps it’s the cold 
weather in the middle of the year, 
which lends itself to drinking cof- 
fee, or perhaps it’s the predomi- 
nance of people employed in the 
public service or academia, for 
whom drinking coffee seems to 
be part of their job description, or 
students, for whom it’s simply a 
prerequisite. 

Whatever it is, Canberra is 
more than adequately stocked 
with coffee houses; and here are 
some of the best: 

Milk/Honey: A relatively new 
coffee house (it only opened circa 
2002), Milk/Honey (pronounced 
"Milk and Honey”, or so we’re told), 
has proven to be a popular haunt 
of, well, just about everyone. Situ- 
ated right across from Academy 
nightclub on Bunda Street, it of- 
fers a wide selection of coffee, tea 
and other drinks, as well as some 
excellent (and reasonably priced) 
meals for all times of the day, in- 
cluding breakfast. 

Cafe Essen/Gus’: Directly across 
from Milk/Honey are two of Can- 
berra’s oldest and most estab- 
lished coffee houses. Most of the 
seating is in sort of out door pavil- 
ions (which are heated in winter), 
which, like the Eiffel Tower, were 
controversial at their inception, 
but have now become somewhat 
iconic. At least in terms of Can- 
berra coffee houses anyway. Both 
boast a good selection of coffee 
and food, including a full English 
breakfast hangover special, and 
you can even play chess. A definite 
must, particularly in winter. ■ 
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|pf Justin Pritchard 

Hg As long as music exists it should 
|f|i serve a purpose of some oblique 
S guidance in everyone’s life. Taking 
|g| lyrics out of their intended con- 
fill text, glorifying the lives of the band 
members to deal with your own shit 
is what music is all about. 

Music by its very definition is a 
f| sound which is pleasing to the ear 
H|| and the soul, and hence is so subjec- 
Hlf tive that for me to announce such 
HI recent offerings as the Pussycat 
H Dolls’ “Don’t Cha” as self-inflicted 
misogyny on the end of a very com- 
mercialised stick is simply not to be 
taken as dogma. 

I will write what 1 think,, but I 
want you to reply if and when you 

1 ^ disagree. Tell me what sounds make 
your life bearable, if not beautiful. 
Tell ■ me why vo u go to gigs, why you 
bUjrcds. Tell me that I’m not the only 
1 one who sees music as part of the 
pnspiratipnal calling, 4long with lit- ;; 
erature, filth ahijiye ry tiling elseipCf 
|||ie artistic collage, to change some- 
1 thing small around them. Reassu re . 
me that music is an important part 

which /ynll 

danism or a way to impress people 

li^uldh’f ;l^h^icpol uf ^wefviraret^u- 

1 ^welcome all reviews, on not just 
Susie, but literature, film, history, 
theatre, reviews, essays anything 

<43 ted to Worotii. 

3B Reviews, in their own small wav. 
j.are^ofart.Iheyarrfgldeg 
ll to what to examine and what not 

il eyes 

halite# 
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was like, Will 

I ever come up 

with another Just the Thing?’ 

“I was shitting myself. I felt a 
lot of pressure... so I ended up go- 
ing to London to do some co-writ- 
ing with pop singers over there. 
After I got home I was like, ‘This 
stuff is shit. I would never listen 
to an album like this.’ I was trying 
too hard.” 

It was during his unlikely pair- 
ing with Silverchair front man 
Daniel Johns as unconventional 
pop/electronic duo the Dissoc- 
iatives that Mac finally overcame 
his writer's block and settled on 
the vision for his sophomore al- 
bum. 

“Doing the Dissociatives 
bought me time but what also 
happened was I developed so 
much confidence working with 
Dan... He gave me the best piece 
of advice which was, ‘Just do what 
you do.’ ” 

Resolving to start afresh, Mac 
set to work on the new album in 
an inner city bunker that he con- 
verted into his home studio which 
soon became dubbed the Panic 
Room, from which the album’s ti- 
tle is derived. 

“It began as a joke - after I 
built the studio and soundproofed 
it I put a tv monitor in the corner 
and then a camera out on the out- 
side world,” Mac said. “It was a se- 
curity thing because when you’re 
down there, you can’t see what’s 
going on in the outside world. It’s 
really small and quite claustro- 
phobic. 
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“So I threw away almost all of 
those songs and just started again. 
That’s when the back half, all those 
melancholy ones, started coming 
out... I got through my writer’s 
block." 

The end result is an album that 
leaves the moorings of dance and 
electronica behind for a distinctly 
pop feel, juxtaposing the album’s 
sombre theme with a series of dam- 
nably infectious melodies which are 
presented by a host of collaborators 
that includes The Sleepy Jackson’s 
Luke Steele, Decoder Ring’s Lenka, 
and former Australian Idol contest- 
ant Ngaiire. 

“I love to collaborate,” Mac says, 
"Working with other people really 
makes you bounce. It pushes you 
both further.” 

An avowed perfectionist, Mac 
insists on putting his vocalists 
through a series of seemingly end- 
less takes before he’s ready to de- 
clare work on a track finished. 

“I’m a complete fascist in the stu- 
dio... but a nice one,” Mac laughs. “I 
really push people to perform and 
get the best out of them.” 

The results are impressive. Su- 
perjesus rock chick Sarah McLeod’s 
voice is almost unrecognisable 
against the backdrop of gossamer 
piano loops on “Never Been Be- 
fore”. 

"Everybody comes away from 
recording sessions asking the same 
question, ‘Is that really me sing- 
ing?’ ” Mac says with more than a 
hint of triumphalism in his voice. 

The process is just as arduous 
for Mac as the vocalists he employs. 
His penchant for collaboration is 
explained by his belief that any one 
voice soon begins to sound monoto- 
nous across the scope of a ten track 
album. The challenge this present- 
ed Mac was obvious: how to achieve 
a sense of continuity throughout 
an album with nine different vocal- 
ists. 

Finding exactly the right col- 
laborators for each track proved 
an exhaustive process. On “Love 


Declaration”, a track 
he composed while 
stoned and perched 
above an Amster- 
dam canal, Mac tried 
eight vocalists be- 
fore settling on New 
Zealand soul singer pp 
Aaradhna. 

“It’s not that the 
other eight were 
shit but it was that 
their emotion didn’t 
match the feel I was 
going for on the 
track,” he said. “ It's 
about finding people 
that you believe and 
then putting them 
into a context. 

“It’s almost like 
casting for a film. 

When I trial a singer 
out, I just have to 
believe them emo- 
tionally. They have to 
have soul.” 

Mac bristles when 
I ask about his collab- 
oration with Austral- 
ian Idol contestant 
Ngaiire and whether 
her presence on his 
iatest album belies 
his well publicised 
stance on the evils of 
commercialised music. 

“All I can say is, thank God she 
didn’t win! They would have totally 
destroyed her talent if she did.” 

Mac chuckles. “I thought that 
she was such a good singer and I be- 
lieved her more than anything else, 
which is something I can’t say about 
most of the other contestants.” 

Ngaiire is just one of the vocal- 
ists who will be joining Mac on the 
road as he presents the album in a 
cross-country tour that includes a 
show at the ANU. 

Famed for his elaborate live per- 
formances, a Paul Mac set goes far 
beyond the usual dance music act of 
a solitary DJ manipulating a turn- 
table. Mac has sworn to never DJ 
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again, instead compiling an enor- 
mous onstage cast that makes use 
of a 12-piece band and several guest 
vocalists to present his composi- 
tions to a live audience. 

He dubs it the "everygets-paid- 
but-me” tour: his shows costing 
more to put on than they make in 
ticket sales, a fact that doesn’t seem 
to bother Mac much. 

“It’s about the best way to 
present my sound and connect with 
an audience. If I were a punter I’d 
love to see this bill.” ■ 

Paul Mac is appearing at the Uni 
Bar on Thursday, 16 February. 
Tickets on sale through Tick- 
etek. Doors open at 8 p.m. 
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Nukes, Seismo- 
graphic (‘Tangleray 
Landslide Remix’) 


Saad Hafts 


Local act Tangleray, consisting 
of producer/DJ Mikah Freeman 
and studio jock/producer Ross 
McGrath have been refining their 
sound for over two years now. 

Having met through night 
clubs and a shared taste in music, 
after learning that the both were 
budding producers, the two decid- 
ed to hook up and produce their 
own blend of minimal electro and 
house. 

The duo’s first 12-inch vinyl 
release is on the B side of Seis- 
mographic by Nukes, and is their 
"Tangleray Landslide Remix”. 

This tune is huge. It been 
played by the likes of Sasha (check 
out sasha.co.uk to hear it), James 
Zabiela, Ewan Pearson, Ashley 
Casselle, and Cass, at Home Night- 
club in Sydney, and was broadcast 
on BBC Radio One in the UK. 

This is a piece of fairly minimal 
(but not completely so) electro 
class, with some more than subtle 
progressive vibes. It’s smooth and 
sexy, and not boring. 

A lot of tracks tailored for the 
dance floor often sound very stale 
very quickly, often being a stand- 
ard eight-bar loop for eight min- 
utes, with minor variations and 
additions and substractions. 

From the outset, when you 
hear the first crash cymbal, you 
know the Landslide Remix of Seis- 
mographic is something different. 

Sure, we have the standard 
"Four to the Floor” drum pattern, 
with a kick on every beat, and a 
snare on beats two and four, but 
the sounds are dissimilar to eve- 


rything else out there, with siz- 
zling hi hats that aren't simply on 
every eighth note, and some very 
interesting snare sounds and pat- 
terns, and few wicked breaks and 
false fills. The intro is still, how- 
ever, DJ-friendly, allowing time to 
cue up and beat match. 

At around the 3:30 mark, we 
have a break, in the true sense 
of the word, in that we have a 
breakbeat. And then a much un- 
expected slowing down and strip 
back of the song, and then a slow 
build up. 

Admittedly, when a song slows 
down half way through, and then 
speeds up again, it can be a bit of 
a nuisance for the DJ, as it limits 
mix-out options. However, when 
done well, such techniques can 
bring a dance floor to its knees, 
shivering, yet screaming in antic- 
ipation, as patrons think, “What 
comes next?” Seismographic does 
exactly that. 

At times, Seismographic has an 
eerie, almost mystical, feel to it, 
thanks largely to the spooky and 
evolving pad chords that have 
been employed. The bass line is 
definitely electro, phat and warm, 
and has a somewhat very 1980s 
feel to it (which is not necessarily 


a bad thing in this case). 

Just when you’re expecting 
something more, the song strips 
back into the DJ-friendly outtro. 

It leaves you wanting more. 

When a song does that, it has 
succeeded. 

The sound quality is tight, a 
mix that has a lot of elements go- 
ing on, but nothing competes for 
space, and everything gels togeth- 
er beautifully. 
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Surprisingly, Tangleray work 
largely in a digital environment, 
not dissimilar to Mylo, yet they 
manage to achieve a sound that is 
both warm and analogue. 

If you’re not into the electro 
or the progressive house scene 
much, then this track my take 
while to grow onto you. Even if 
you are, it may still take time to 
grow, simply because at times the 
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sound can be harder than usual, 
with varying levels of “boshness”. 

But in a club environment, it 
will go off. Watch out for it, re- 
leased on 12-inch this week and 
for the exclusive Tangleray inter- 
view in Woroni’s next issue. ■ 

Saad Hafiz (facing bottom left) 
is the author of, most recently, 
How to Win with Women , which 
will be published by the Uni- 
versity of Canberra Press in 
March. 


The Strokes, First 
Impression of Earth 

Justin Pritchard 


For a very arrogant 
band, the Strokes 
makehumblybeau- 
tiful music. 

For years I have 
been deterred by 
their arrogance 
and the hype built up around 
them after their debut album, Is 
This It, that re-wrote a history of 
rock and announced them as mes- 
siahs in very much the same way 
that Nirvana were a decade before 
them. Almost five years on from 
that album, I realise how amazing 
it is, sonically and stylistically. 


With First Impressions of Earth, 
the Strokes have delivered a fol- 
low-up worthy of their debut. 

The first song, “You Only Live 
Once”, taunts with a flickering 
guitar before launching in to typi- 
cal Strokes treble-driven guitar 
chords. Guitarists Albert Ham- 
mond Jr and Nick Valensi have 
maintained their status for writ- 
ing brilliant chord progressions 
and short guitar licks, but Valensi 
has matured markedly when given 
space to solo away from Julian 
Casablancas’ domineering vocals. 

Casablancas’ wailing is most 
apparent on track two, “Jukebox”. 
Different to any Strokes song be- 
fore it, Casablancas claimed that 
he adores the song for having a 
personality of its own. The third 
track, “Heart in a Cage”, is pow- 
ered by metalesque guitar tapping 
in a similar vein to ACDCs "Thun- 
derstruck". 

Because this song follows “Jui- 
cebox”, it seems like a conscious 
decision from the band to steer 
away from their Cure-inspired tre- 
ble melodies. 

But this proven to be just a 
ruse as “Razorblade’ harks back to 
“You Only Live Once” and “Is This 
It”, again with improved guitar 
soloing from the largely predict- 
able and simplistic solos featured 
the Strokes’ debut album. 

First Impressions of Earth is less 
original than Is This It, but is soni- 
cally on par, and has moved sty- 
listically away from it. The rest of 
the album features a combination 
of driving bass lines and flicker- 
ing treble-oriented guitar chord 
progressions which permeate 
the first four tracks. The seventh 
track, “Ask Me Anything” con- 
tains the most atypical sounding 
electric cello but typically oblique 
Casablancas lyricism - “Don't be 
a coconut, God is trying to talk to 
you.” Also keep watch for a slightly 
more obvious comment on the in- 
die-rock scene today. 

One must respect the Strokes 
for their attempt to grow as musi- 


cians while invariably including a 
"trademark” sound from their ear- 
lier work. 

For hardcore Strokes fans, 
whether Is This It, Room on Fire, or 
First Impressions of Earth is their 
favourite album will be wholly 
subjective. The main conclusion 
which I think the majority will 
agree with is that this album has 
confirmed the Strokes’ position as 
original music pioneers in what is 
a very similar sounding music era. 

On Kurt Cobain’s suicide note was 
a quote from the Neil Young song 
“My My, Hey Hey” which read, “it’s 
better to burn out than to fade 
away.” 

Part of Nirvana’s mystique is 
that there was an assumption that 
- as well as the tragedy of not be- 
ing able to cope with fame and the 
loss of privacy - there may have 
been more brilliance waiting to be 
penned, sung and recorded. 

That is a very dangerous as- 
sumption. The Strokes have fol- 
lowed a similar career trajectory 
to Nirvana with the parallel break- 
out albums ( Nevermind and Is 
This It) and the defiant follow-ups 
(In Utero and First Impressions of 
Earth). 

Whilst it is highly hypotheti- 
cal and counter-factual, watching 
the Strokes in the future may give 
an indication as to what may have 
happened to Nirvana had they 
still had the mental capacity and 
wherewithal to write more music. 

It’ll be interesting to see. ■ 




A big day out, indeed 


Angus Perry discovers the Big Day Out isn’t just 
for bogans. (Phew!) 


enjoyable music at you, followed 
by a lunch break at Cheese-On- 
A-Stick. In fact, I think it’s safe to 
say no Australia Day in the future 
will likely equal that (save those of 
future Big Day Outs with compa- 
rable line-ups). 

26 January being what it is, the 
day was undeniably dominated by 
patriotism, anti-patriotism and 
people wearing flags. I only man- 
aged a flag hanging off the belt af- 
ter Kamahl distributed them dur- 
ing his unmissable performance. 

This being the “most okay 
country on earth” or some such, 
I suppose it came as no surprise 
that for every guy running around 
in nothing more than a few well- 
placed southern crosses, there 
were guys starting brawls over 
whether “Mind’s Eye” or “Joker 
and the Thief” are superior songs, 
teenyboppers who mistakenly 
thought thongs were an appropri- 
ate footwear option for the festival 
and, naturally, hippies flying their 
magic dragon so high they could 
barely notice the sniffer dog sit- 
ting next to them waiting for their 
master to nag another dope. 

It became apparent that diver- 
sity was the order of the day as the 


Each year, a vast proportion of 
the mentally unstable members of 
Australian society descend upon 
five of our cities to wreak havoc 
on the supplies of low-brow liq- 
uor and drugs and, incidentally, to 
listen to fantastic live music. It’s a 
series of one-day festivals known 
as the Big Day Out. 

For me and a merry band of 
reckless adventurers, the call to 
see not only some of the finest mu- 
sicians our island nation thrown 
to the music industry sharks but 
also the cream of the internation- 
al crop brought about a road trip 
to the infamous city of Sydney. 

The car trip was unevent- 
ful, other than the police letting 
one car in our convoy off with a 
warning after untold speeds were 
reached on a long, boring stretch 
of open highway. 

Come festival time, it was a case 
of finding the train full of poseurs 
and hippies, and within that find- 
ing a carriage that smelled less like 
ganja and more like the insecure 
fragrance of sixteen-year-old boys 
wearing Calvin Klein and then 
bullying our way into some seats. 
The ride was made eerily bearable 
by my own insistence on whistling 
the only tune that came to mind: 
California Mountain Snake’s hos- 
pital murder tune. 

Within the confines of the 
Sydney Olympic Park, the Big Day 
Out’s true scale gradually dawns 
on you. The crowd was inestima- 
ble, the stages too numerous to 
bother remembering, the line-up 
immense and the prices extrava- 
gant. 

What mattered, for me at least, 
was the music. It’s not every Aus- 
tralia Day you get to kick off jump- 
ing around inside a barrier with 
Gerling blasting tremendously 


sea of black left after Mudvayne 
finished up and the sea of wife- 
beaters and aviators entered for 
Wolfmother. 

That it takes a series of music 
festivals to show us what we are 
perhaps speaks more to our na- 
tional character than anything. 
Australia's not a flag or an anthem 
or a culture - it’s just a few stages 
playing different music for people 
to pick and choose what to see. 
Spending a day with an almighty 
hangover, paying $8 for a Jack and 
coke, eating questionable kebabs 
and pides and striking up conver- 
sations with complete strangers is 
just part of the living. I, for one, 
love it. 

Let’s face it, for at least one 
day of the year in the Gold Coast, 
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and 
Perth, Australia is a great country 
to be in. (Let’s not forget that the 
show goes to New Zealand... but 
really, who cares?) It’s a travelling 
party; a festival without a purpose 
or a particular reason for exist- 
ence. It’s worth the trip and the 
prices because we make it so, 

Jean-Luc Picard be damned. 
Screw you guys, I’m going back 
next year. ■ 
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The first isn’t always better 


Dante Spencer feared that The Producers wouldn't 
live up to the original. He needn’t have worried. 


In the past year, there have been 
two remakes of Gene Wilder films. 
The first, Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, was a senseless remake 
of a brilliant film with a standout 
performance from Wilder in a role 
required a duality of slapstick hi- 
larity and on-edge anger. 

Conversely, The Producers was a 
film that was needed to be remade. 
Gene Wilder gives a solid perform- 
ance in the 1968 version as inane 
and afraid-of-life accountant Leo 
Bloom. And Zero Mostel, apart 
from having the talent of being 
named “Zero”, is remarkable as 
shyster Broadway producer Max 
Bialystock who forges an alliance 
with Bloom to produce the worst 
play ever written, when Bloom 
realises that “under the right cir- 
cumstances, a producer could 
make more money with a flop than 
he could with a hit”. 

They therefore go about pro- 
ducing “Springtime for Hitler”, a 
play written by a former Nazi par- 
ty member living in their native 
New York, which is “practically a 
love letter to Hitler”. 

Despite the brilliance of this 
plot, both talented actors were let 
down by the direction and screen- 
play of the 1968 film. It misses key 
scenes, contains no dance num- 
bers and contains very few songs, 


where the brilliance of Mel Brooks’ 
puns lie. 

All of these elements would be 
included as part of the vast im- 
provement on the 1968 film when 
Brooks transferred The Producers 
to the Broadway stage in 1987. The 
Broadway play is like any other, 
with an intermission to break up 
two very long acts. The film’s run- 
ning time is way too short to have 
any coherence, where much of the 
play’s beauty lies in the time it has 
to stop and analyse the moment 
with a song and dance routine or 
to self-reference earlier scenes. 

The 2006 film of The Producers 
is truly a remake, not just a new 
version of an old film. Firstly, the 
running time is 134 minutes, fifty 
minutes longer than the 1968 
film. Moreover, it is filmed using 
an “on stage” set design; so much 
of the coherence of the film is 
maintained from the stage show. 
That coherence is assisted by the 
self-referential and soliloquising 
songs, including a montage of one- 
liners and music riffs which recall 
every song of the movie right at 
the end. 

It stars Nathan Lane as Bialys- 
tock and Mathew Broderick as Leo 
Bloom. Both starred in the latest 
American season of the Broad- 
way show, and they have not had 






to stretch at all in this on-screen 
adaptation - it is identical to the 
stage show. 

Neither performance is bet- 
ter or worse than those of Zero 
Mostel and Gene Wilder. The char- 
acters they play are fairly one-di- 
mensional (as with every other 
character in the film). 

This is not to criticise the film. 
It is precisely because Brooks deals 
in stereotypes that this film is able 
to work. 

One particular scene in which 
a gay director lives with his chore- 
ographer, make-up artist, costume 
designer, set designer, dramatur- 
gy teacher, and others indulges 
in every perpetuating gay cliche 
imaginable. But these stereotypes 
are so cliched, and even more so to 
a modern audience which has been 
bombarded by predictable camp 
humour, that they encourage un- 
derstanding as to why they are 
offensive rather than promoting 
their use (also, not one gay char- 
acter has a lisp, which is a massive 
relief). 

The Producers is extremely 
theatrical and not at all natural- 
istic, and nor should you expect 
it to be. Appreciate the grandiose 
costumes; the songs, performed 
beautifully by Lane and Broderick; 
the slapstick humour; the witty 
wordplay. And also appreciate a 
standout performance from the 
one actor I had reservations about, 
Will Ferrell, as the New York Nazi 
playwright of “Springtime for Hit- 
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Extras 

ABC, later this year 


In The Office, Ricky Gervais fooled 
everyone into thinking that he 
was David Brent, the manager of 
an inane paper-product distribu- 
tion branch office, who tries to 
quell this inanity through humour 
too zany to be funny, bounding 
energy, and a strong belief that he 
is the most talented and impor- 
tant person in the world. 

This time around, he tries to 
convince us that he is someone 
called Andy Millman, a fledgling 
“extra” on film and television sets, 
with a quick wit but no discern- 
able acting talent. But Ricky Ger- 
vais can no longer pretend that he 
playing anyone but himself. 


Shallow actors vs. Ricky Gervais 

Ingrid Cain is glad to see some actors enjoy a joke 


Of course, Gervais is not bliss- 
fully unaware of his own medioc- 
rity as is David Brent; instead he 
is alert to his own comic genius. 
But the humour of The Office is the 
same as it is in public - mock po- 
litical incorrectness, a mock belief 
that catchphrases are heroic and 
will change society, and oblivious- 
ness to how uncool he really is. 

The concept behind Extras is 
that each week Andy Millman is 
put on a set with big-name actors, 
and follows how he tries to use 
them to further advance his “act- 
ing” career from his current sta- 
tion as an extra. These big-name 
actors include internationally re- 
nowned stars such as Ben Stiller, 
Kate Winslet, Samuel L. Jackson, 
Vinnie Jones and Patrick Stewart, 
as well as British stars like Les 
Dennis and Ross Kemp. 

Extras tries to make us care 
about Andy Millman in his strug- 
gle to succeed in the acting world 


where fickleness is the currency of 
the occupation. 

Kate Winslet is brilliant as the 
actress who, instead of trying to 
convey a message about the Holo- 
caust, stars in the film just to win 
an Oscar. 

“I don’t think we need another 
film about the Holocaust, do we? 
It’s like, how many have there 
been? We get it. It was grim. Move 
on. I’ve noticed that if you do a 
film about the Holocaust, you’re 
guaranteed an Oscar.” 

The most brilliant episode is 
centered around one of the local 
British celebrities, Les Dennis, who 
sends up his own downward spiral 
of redundancy, divorce and deal- 
ing with those issues in the midst 
of Celebrity Big Brother 2 so truth- 
fully that it is remarkable that he 
not only agreed to the script, but 
sent the first edition back to Ger- 
vais for being “too tame”. 

Whilst some of Gervais’ hu- 
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• Spicy Sex 

Dr Gabrielle Morrissey, Harper- 
Collins, RRP $24.95 

It’s never easy to establish general 
rules in life, but here’s one I’ve 
come up with - if you don’t have 
any imagination, you’re not going 
to find any in a book. 

This is as true of sex guides as 
any other literature. If the idea 
of putting on lingerie and giving 
your boyfriend a blow-job just 
never occurred to you, then it’s 
likely to be a toothy experience all 
round. If you never got the idea of 
mixing cunnilingus with peaches 


Sex by numbers 

Being imaginative in bed (and elsewhere) is some- 
thing a book can’t teach you, argues Pat Delaney 


and cream, then you are either a 
big fan of seafood or just not very 
dynamic in the bedroom. 

Self-help books are designed 
for the helpless of the world, and 
for most of those people, Deepak 
Chopra is as useful as silent porn 
to a blind man. Those who are 
impressed by the revelation that 
men are from Mars and women 
are from Venus are rarely those 
cut out for interplanetary travel. 
With that in mind, imagine that 
Spicy Sex: 52 Sumptuous and Saucy 
Sex Recipes for Red-Hot Loving Eve- 
ry Week of the Year finds its way 
onto your bedside table. It is a 
tome lovingly crafted by the emi- 
nent sexologist, Dr Gabrielle Mor- 
rissey, who gained her PhD from 
no less an institution than Curtin 
University in Western Australia, 


and is described in her biography 
as “Australia’s uber-sexpert". 

Dr Morrissey is, if nothing 
else, a tribute to the diversity of 
the Australian tertiary education 
system. She is not, however, a 
tribute to the literary world. She 
is probably the first person to have 
published a work of non-fiction 
containing the word “zhuzhing” 
(as in, to “zhuzh” your hair), and 
her writing is so energetic one is 
mildly hopeful it would leap from 
the page and crawl back to what- 
ever thesaurus it came from. 

Despite what should have been 
penetrating prose on a sensitive 
subject-matter, I was close to fall- 
ing asleep between “Porn Utopia” 
and “Ecstasy and Agony”. 

The ultimate question, how- 
ever, is: who this book is for? 
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mour treads a predictable path, 
such as Ben Stiller being deluded 
by his own grandeur, Gervais 
makes us think about the nature 
of celebrity, and how much the 
media glamorises the profession 
of acting. 

Gervais admirably tries to step 
out of the shadow of his brilliant 
creation David Brent, though one 
can’t help but notice similarities 
between the humour of the two 
characters. All the guest stars 
should be lauded for their co-oper- 
ation; other celebrities (Madonna, 
Brad Pitt, and others) were not so 
keen to be made fun of. 

Also keep watch for a brilliant 
turn from Stephen Merchant, so 
often overshadowed as the co- 
writer of The Office and now Extras, 
as a clueless acting agent. Some 
Office fans will be disappointed, 
others will be eternally grateful 
for another dose of brilliant Ricky 
Gervais humour, and that he has 
succeeded not only in trying to 
improve as an artist after a mo- 
mentous success in The Office, but 
delivering on content too. ■ 


One has to wonder whether or 
not the same person who would 
experiment with anal beads would 
find the chapter on sensual mas- 
sage particularly helpful. Sure, if 
your girlfriend is a Mormon, leav- 
ing the book subtly in view on the 
coffee table might be a well-deliv- 
ered hint. But then again, if you’re 
dating a Mormon, you’re likely 
not expecting mutually satisfying 
porn viewing or adventures in the 
land of waterproof sex toys. 

The idea of mixing recipes with 
sex is an interesting concept. For 
many people, though, the recipe 
will be little more than 2 beers, 
5 shots of tequila, a pash on the 
Moosheads dance floor, and a stag- 
ger to a taxi. For those with a little 
more imagination, ditch the book 
and use your brain. After all, as Dr 
Morrissey assures us, the brain is 
the-sexiest organ of all. ■ 


To Houell 
with 

Houellebecq 

Henrietta Hughes wonders: does nihilistic 
French writer Michel Houellebecq have anything 
to offer? 



A good modern writer is supposed 
to be something like a symptom. 
The Romantic ideal of the artist was 
something else, something more like 
a natural serendipity, born at simul- 
taneous extremes of wisdom and 
naivety and blessed with a soul big 
enough to comprehend something 
of the forest the rest of us see only 
for the trees. But a modern writer 
presents himself or herself as the ul- 
timate victim to the times: he or she 
infects himself with all contempo- 
rary sicknesses for the rest of us to 
pathologise in their purest, unresist- 
ed forms. >< 
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had a hideous childhood, and all The ANU’s own James Grieve once ti; 

that. But even then, it is hard to pointed out in a conference that ) 

say he is a symptom of our world. all of Michel Houellebecq’s char-ri) 
Whatever made the despairing acters are either called Michel or 

pre-pubescent Houllebecq, it is they are Michel. Perhaps each of 

hard to imagine it was the thing;s his sexrcrazed, consumer-driven 

he writes about - consumerism?) nihilistic characters is a version 
the sex industry, the common lot of himself. But if that is so, what 
of modern mankind hopping from. . are they for? Marcel shows some- 
empty sensualist pleasure to emp- t/ thing universal about his particu- 
ty sensualist pleasure. (WomanV larity, even just the trials of par- 
kind, of course, doesn’t get much: ticularity itself. But Houellebecq’s 

of an examination, beyond the gy- f- Michels seem simply solipsistic. 
naecological kind; his latest joke. The biography on his "site oficiel” 
in The Possibility of an Island -what ■_ notes how, at sixteen, after Pas- 
do you call the fat bit around the • cal, he read Lovecraft, and “with- 

> an old joke, implying, • out doubt recognised himself in 

lat women aren’t even this phrase: ‘I never participate in 

trouble of being origi-Q what surrounds me, and I am no- 

1 " - u ^ 

where in my place. 

Houellebecq may still be no- 
where in his place, but he certainly 
does participate in what surrounds 
him - not politically, as he is proud 
to point out, but as a rampaging 
consumer. 

\ And surely we are meant to , 
that what surrounds him 
participates in him, if we see any 
value in his books besides the web- 
carnfeera titillation of watching 
perverts at work. Being nowhere 
in ope’s place could perhaps be 
called^ symptom of our times, 
but Michel doesn’t seem to tell us 
anything about it we don’t already 
know. He presents the lonely, 
empty life that perhaps we all, to 
some degree, lead, in an absurdly 
exaggerated form. 

life, though by Sodom But without pointing out the 

exaggerating agent, he leaves the 
world he writes about entirely 
alien. It is fitting that his latest 

science fiction,, ; , v 
since his world is decidedly not 
ours. Yet a good science fiction 
book serves as a highlighter upon 
our world, drawing our attention 
to something which, if left unat- S' 
the first place, a; tended, could make our world like 

' 1 the imaginary one. What effects |f§ 
the transition from our world to ; 
Houellebecq’s world seems to be 
nothing in our own but rather a 
hypothetical situation in which ■ 'f; 

everybody thinks and acts like 
Michel. 

The truth is, I have not made 


Truths of Marcel and Michel \% 


The real question is whether what 
Is Michel Houellebecq that Houellebecq tells us is the truth, 
kind of writer? It is easy to believe Not the truth in the sense of 

he is: whatever he poses as -racist, something valid or veridical, but 

numb hedonist, victim - he is une- the truth in the artistic sense, the tl^ink 
quivocally regarded as a chronicler truth we live in without being able 
of our times, though a demented to see, the truth we on one hand 

and possibly hyperbolic one. need to know and on the other are 

I thought so too, until I read in unable to know. Does Houllebecq 
one of the many recent newspaper tell any truth like that? 
specials on him that he was read- The same article called him the 

ing Pascal at the age of fourteen. “new Proust”. Is he? With Proust 
Pascal! Pascal, grandfather of exis- there is a relentless and indomita- 
tentialism; Pascal, origin of every- ble desire to put a life into prose, 
thing transcendent and hopeless. But Proust is clear about what he 
suggester of life-denying wagers, is doing - the life is not our life; 

bleariest-eyed, bloodiest-hearted it-is not necessarily his life. It is 

devotee of faith against the im"^ “fylareel!s” life, though by Sodom 
minent reality; Pascal, who called^, add Gomorrah, he is naming “Mar- 
Descartes a Don Quixote... T?ascalP> cel” only provisionally. It is not 
At fourteen? "Marcel’s” life or Marcel’s life that 

A possibility occurred to me: you are meant to identify with, 

perhaps Houllebecq was simply But you are meant to identify with 

born the way he is. Perhaps his the struggle - the desire to recover;) 

melancholia, emptiness, and de- lost time, the inability to properly) 

spair are not ours at all; perhaps appropriate one’s life, the impen- 

they are simply his, sounded out etrable and unsettling puzzle of 

from his youth reading like-mind- having a life in 1 ’ 

ed writers. Perhaps the world is not struggle amplified as you watch 

actually to blame for Houllebecq. the real Marcel brandishing his 

If that were true, we could hardly superlative memory and imagina- 

keep thinking it is the world that tion to valiantly recover the false 

is implicated in his books. Marcel’s life: a mnemotechnic hef 

’ r ■ , r/.- 

Of course, a lot can happen ro’s epic, 
to somebody before fourteen; it’s Houellebecq certainly has 

generally agreed that Houllebecq some of these characteristics. 
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my way through a Houellebecq 
book because personally I find no- 
where to recognise, find, or even 
lose myself. 

The French disease 

In the end he seems like a symp- 
tom not really of our world or our 
times but a particular borderline 
case, which runs through history 
and seems to collect particularly 
densely in France. 

I mean the affliction of Pas- 
cal and Sartre: the experience of 
despair at the world’s emptiness. 
This leads somewhere different for 
every case: for Pascal the only ref- 
uge was God; for Sartre, God be- 
ing dead, the refuge had to be the 
absolute freedom of man. As for 
Houellebecq, it would be too passe 
to say there is no refuge and too 
romantic to propose one. He set- 
tles for what has become a Houel- 
lebecqian catchphrase: “Anything 
can happen, especially nothing.” 

This seems to nod once to the 
free projection of futurity, then to 
dismiss it, not as an impossibility 
- as a committed nihilism - but 
simply as a statistical improbabil- 
ity. This is probably Houellebecq’s 
most engaging and original idea: 
staunchly rejecting the role of art- 
ist as speaker of the universal, he 
works instead with high probabili- 
ties, likelihoods, averages. 

The only way he really seems to 
be a symptom of our times is in his 
resemblance to modern-day psy- 
chology, staying out of the danger- 
ous philosophical waters of values 
and universal conditions by bob- 
bing around in the tepid day pool 
of types and statistical attractors. 
“Not everybody is like Michel, but 
a lot of guys are like Michel” could 
be for him a thread out of any mor- 
al labyrinth. 

Strangely, though, he doesn’t 
seem to make use of that thread. 
In person he speaks in unabash- 
edly universalist terms: Islam will 
crumble because people want to 
have fun, people don’t really care 
about higher things, life is simple. 
And so he exhibits the last symp- 
tom of the despairing Frenchman: 


projecting his personal crisis onto 
humanity. His hatred of the bank- 
rupt value industries of our time 

- the self-help industry, bloody- 
minded fundamentalisms, exclu- 
sionist faith clubs - is something 
we can all relate to, even if in his 
case it comes from bitterness at his 
hippie mother, not from a sense of 
our common lot. (Probably there 
are elements of both, but who 
knows besides Houellebecq?) 

But as he assigns blame he 
points to the world and expects 
us to look at his finger. Things are 
unlikely, he deceptively says, to 
amount to much. But it is really the 
same mistake as the other French 
pedlars of originary anguish: in 
his picture mankind briefly ap- 
prehends the world in search of 
value, finds only petty chicanery, 
concludes that life is valueless, 
searches within himself, finds 
nothing better, and locks himself 
in his bedroom to diddle with in- 
ternet porn. 

The mistake is not in the ap- 
prehension, but in the brevity. The 
prognosis, take Pascal, take Sar- 
tre, is always the same, though the 
diagnosis is different. Pascal pros- 
trates, Sartre overcompensates, 
Houellebecq masturbates. 

The evidence is never given 
for the valuelessness of life. These 
guys jump in the water then get 
out again claiming swimming is 
impossible. Then they point to 
the kinds of characters their own 
failed project has helped to create 

- the faithless, the cant - as more 
evidence for the lack of value they 
began with. 

Inevitably impactless 

What makes Houellebecq not sim- 
ply unpleasant but actually wrong 
is that life does not consist only 
in the Michel-model, and for this 
reason nobody should really care 
about the Michel-model. Maybe 
the average man is like Michel. 

Maybe a lot of guys are like 
Michel. But then Michel has no 
impact. Michel implies the world 
is made up of Michels honestly ac- 
knowledging a hopelessness which 


is now statistical rather than uni- 
versal and hippies who build cas- 
tles in the sky. But hippies are re- 
ally just another side of Michels: 
they overcompensate for the same 
hopelessness. That forgets the sta- 
tistical improbabilities: those who 
fight, who suffer, who endure, wh'o 
create, who search for lost time, 
who bang their heads against 
walls, who sometimes break 
through. They, like women, belong 
to a different literature. 

A passe literature, perhaps? 
But not a dead subject. Most of life, 
in our society or any, is bloodless. 
In pointing this out, Houellebecq 
is at least more realistic than Sar- 
tre: the world is inherently neither 
valueless nor powerless; its value 
and its power are simply rare and 
take a lot to find. 

If cynicism is your job, you 
can’t afford to be happy 

But why, then, does Houellebecq 
neglect to even mention it, leaving 
us only with this bizarre poetry 
in negative, in which everything 
worth art is only there as a visible 
exclusion? If a writer does not say, 
as Faulkner did, that humanity 
will not simply endure, it will pre- 
vail, it is impossible to distinguish 
the content of his or her writing 
from the rest of the bare, dusty 
room of existence it describes 
- one has no more reason to read 
this particular book than to look 
at one particular dust mote: what 
holds Houellebecq above a good 
Vice magazine special? 

It is possible that Houellebecq 
denies the richness of life because 
if it were discovered then his 
lonely and insouciantly wretched 
picture of existence would become 
irremediably personalised and no 
longer appear as a symptom of 
anything universal: he would stop 
being a case in point and become a 
mere case study. 

It would become obvious that, 
like Pascal, like Sartre, it is he that 
needs the splenectomy, not the 
world. And his picture of one side 
of life would be unequivocally an 
advertisement for the other. ■ 
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be shaking in their red boots. 

The Bruin Alumni Association, 
which is not officially affiliated 
with the UCLA, is offering $USioo 
to students who provide evidence 
such as lecture notes or recordings 
"exposing the most radical profes- 
sors”. 

Evidence is used to create pro- 
files of radical professors. 

The move has been criticised 
by the university and some Bruin 
alumni for its tactics, which con- 
travene university rules. 


Founder Andrew Jones is un- 
apologetic, saying the profiles 
show “these professors are actively 
proselytising their extreme views - 
in the classroom, whether or not 
the commentary is relevant”. 

In a worrying commentary on 
academic activism here, the anus 
Rick Kuhn - who runs the famed 
POLS1004 - has so far avoided pro- 
filing. 


No Chow for Kenya 

* 

A New Zealand company offered 
its dog food to feed Kenyan kids 
during the current food crisis. 
Kenya has rejected the offer. 
“Kenyan kids are not so des- 
perate as to eat dog food,” said a 
Kenyan Government spokesman. 


Pantless subway art 

Eight improvisational artists have 
been charged with disorderly con- 
duct after they rode on New York 
subways with underwear but no 
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Are you struggling to find an outlet to express your views 
and share your creative energies? 


Are you an aspiring documentary or short-film maker, 
journalist, musician, comedian, or artist? 


We want YOUR original work to launch a new website 
that provides THE outlet devoted to expressing YOUR 
views and showcasing Australian talent. 
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Send your documentary, short film, music clip, news item, comedy skit, or Specifications for submissions can be downloaded from our website: 

anything you think might entertain, inform or educate to: www.undercurrentmedia.org 

undercurrentmedia Entries must be received on CD or DVD. NO ENTRIES WILL BE 

G.P.O. Box 4741 ACCEPTED VIA E-MAIL Entries close 30 April 2006. 

Sydney NSW 2001 undercurrentmedia is committed to providing new outlets for locally 

Make sure you Include an entry form with each item you submit. produced audiovisual material, from all for all. Our objective is to enable 

Entries will be judged by a panel of industry and university representatives. Australians to share their views, experiences and skill on issues that excite 

The top 20 entries will be published on our free website. ar, d interest them through documentaries, short films, music, writing, 

The entry judged best overall will win a video equipment package performance, comedy and art. 

valued at $5000. All enquiries to undercurrentmedia@gmail.com 


Cn try F Ot-mS Undercurrent M-edia Com petition 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone number: E-mail: 1 

Title of Entry: 

Category (please S ): Documentary □ Short film □ Music clip □ Comedy routine/skit □ News item □ Misc. □ 

Declaration: I affirm that this material is my own original work. I give permission for undercurrentmedia 

to publish this material. I understand that my entry in this competition is subject to the terms and conditions detailed on the undercurrentmedia website. 

Date Signature: 
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Editorial 


Toby Halligan 

Satire is like sex. 

Good satire gives you a rush, 
leaves you feeling satisfied and 
makes you want to go to sleep. 
Bad satire makes you feel bored, 
dissatisfied and often unclean. 

My aim as humour editor is to 
write and print articles, columns 
and random crap that people will 
enjoy. 

There is perhaps nothing quite 
so subjective as what makes peo- 
ple laugh: two people who are 
otherwise very similar will react 
quite differently to a particular 
joke, idea or article often because 
of some small imperceptible dif- 
ference. This is a nice way of say- 
ing that you will think some of the 
stuff we print and write is shit. 

I hope that the majority of what 
we print will make the majority of 
you laugh and that really is all I 
can hope to achieve. We will never 
seek to offend people, though at 
times what we print will may be 
provocative and perhaps confron- 


tational, unfortunately that’s the 
risk associated with presenting in- 
teresting and funny material. 

If you don’t like the crap we 
print or think you could do it bet- 
ter then us, tell us by sending us 
letters to <woroni@anu.edu.au>. 

But we don’t just want conven- 
tional letters, we want Woroni to 
reflect what ANU students think 
and do and that includes the ran- 
dom stupid shit you people get up 
to. If you pull off a hilarious prank, 
say ringing the door bell of your 
neighbour and then running away, 
or leaving some burning dog poo 
on their door then tell us about it. 
If you take pictures all the better. 
If we think its funny we’ll print it 
and we’ll find a way to send you 
some beer. 


port. 

We’re also p lanning a bitch 
section of|^mnext edition, but 
to do that we need to get stories 
from you guys about businesses 
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that have screwed you over, people 
that have been assholes to you and 
stuff that generally pisses you off. 

Even if you think the story is 
mundane, the chances are other 
people have been pissed off by it 
too, and frankly everyone loves to 
hear about bad stuff happening to 
other people, so send ’em in. 

That’s it from me. If you see me 
around campus and recognise my 
charming visage from the above 
photo, say hello. ■ 


Details left on toilet wall lead to meaningful relationship 


Bob Burns and Sharon Simms of 
Yass have tied the knot today af- 
ter a whirlwind romance that was 
begun on the wall of a McDonald’s 
toilet. 

The relationship began when 
Bob left a message on the wall of 
one of the women’s cubicles stat- 
ing “Call Bob for a good time, 0416 

it 

Only two days after the mes- 
sage first adorned the walls, Sha- 
ron came upon it and was, in her 
own words, “swept off my feet, 
though of course I was sitting. I’d 
been feeling a bit lonely recently, 


with only my dog and six illegiti- 
mate children to keep me compa- 
ny so I thought I’d take a risk and 
see where it led me.” 

After spending their first date 
in the back of Bob’s ute, the smit- 
ten couple knew that it was love. 

According to Bob, “Sometimes 
you just know when its gonna 
work, ya know? The last five times 
weren’t like this, this is special.” 
Asked whether they were plan- 
ning to start a family the couple 
was coy, saying only that would 
"leave it to the rubber to decide 
whether to break or not”. 
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Above Toilet cubicles or torrid 
love nest? Bob and Sharon say 
both. 
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ANU academic ends 


occupation of Iraq 


WASHINGTON, YESTERDAY— 
An impassioned speech by Fidel 
Rogers to a forum organised by 
the Socialist Alternative in the 
Haydon-Allen building on Thurs- 
day unexpectedly brought an end 
to the US-led occupation of Iraq. 

A sombre-looking President 
Bush, speaking from Washington, 
announced that a troop withdraw- 
al would take place immediately. 

The President acknowledged 
that he could no longer ignore Mr 
Roger’s criticism that the original 
justification for the invasion of 
Iraq as a matter of American na- 
tional security was merely a cloak 
for his own imperialist agenda. 

Rogers, who has a moustache, 
seemed unfazed by the develop- 
ment, noting that he has been pre- 
dicting the downfall of the capi- 
talist order with some certainty 
since he first graduated from Syd- 
ney University in 1976. 


Above Troops preparing to leave Iraq following Mr Roger's speech 


In related news, trading across 
global financial markets was at 
record lows this week in anticipa- 
tion of the publication of Mr Rog- 


er’s latest article, “The Inherent 
Contradictions of Global Capital- 
ism”, in the March edition of the 
Socialist Review. 


Cleo celebrates 
5,000th oral sex tip 


After thirty years of helping wom- 
en make men happy, Cleo maga- 
zine has reached its most signifi- 
cant milestone yet: its 5,000th 
blow job tip. 

A regular feature of the maga- 
zine for many years, thousands of 
women have tried, applied, and 
supplied increasingly elaborate 
tips. 

It was widely expected by 
the Man Pleasing Industry that 
Cleo would be unable to top their 
4,999th tip, a six page epic that ad- 
vised readers to make use of an el- 
evator, hockey mouth guards, and 
a banana. 


Oral sex editor Virginia Ander- 
son was said to be extremely proud 
to have achieved the milestone, 
commenting: “We’re so proud to 
be the first magazine to publish 
advice for giving women a way to 
please their man while in a canoe. 
I think the addition of the Rhesus 
monkey, the pneumatic drill and 
the mango will go a long way to 
cementing Cleo’s image as the top 
man-pleasing magazine.” 

Cleo is yet to find someone 
willing and able to apply the tip, 
with many readers citing problems 
with fulfilling the requirement of 
a seven-foot Fijian virgin. 
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Mall cops may not be able to arrest you. They 
may have more interesting punishments in mind, 
though, as Tim Lai reports 
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I’ve noticed that a great deal of 
people look quite disgruntled, al- 
most like goats (which are such a 
disgruntled species), when they 
are asked for a bag search upon 
leaving a shop. It seems that these 
disgruntled people don’t know 
that those bag-checking people, 
usually elderly women, can’t actu- 
ally do anything to you, except call 
the mall cops. 

Mall cops are very different to 
the clean-shaven security guards 
you see outside of banks. Actual 
mall cops are not seen a whole lot. 
They’re usually sitting up in their 


entirely and went for the next 
best thing and applied to become 
a mall cop. 

Antonio passed all the (incred- 
ibly high) requirements required 
and he got his walkie-talkie and 
uniform, complete with used un- 
derwear. 

Antonio wore his pizza-stained 
uniform with pride, brandishing 
his walkie-talkie and calling for a 
“10-4” at the slightest look from an 
attractive girl (of an age of at least 
12 years old, because Antonio isn’t 
a paedophile... or is he?). One day 
Antonio was checking out his se- 
curity cams (or SECAMS, as those 
in the know call them) and no- 
ticed a surly teenage youth look- 
ing suspicious around a cigarette 
stall. He also noticed an attractive 
thirteen-year-old girl looking at 
lollipops. 

Antonio sprung into action 


he’d caught took the opportunity 
to make a run for it and escaped. 

Back at the office Antonio felt 
so bad about his failure that he 
went to his boss to apologise for 
letting a delinquent youth escape 
his grasp. 

His boss didn’t care about 
the escape of the boy, because it 
turns out mall cops can’t really do 
anything anyway, but he was a bit 
concerned about Antonio’s taste 
for “young meat” (so to speak). The 
boss went to the real cops about 
Antonio’s strange fetish and after 
finding some illicit materials in 
Antonio’s home, the cops put him 
in the slammer, where he, fetishes 
and all, still lives today. 

So the moral of the story is, 
mall cops don’t have the power to 
actually do anything to you, but 
they can be charged with paedo- 
philia. So feel free to decline those 


air-conditioned room snacking on 
week-old pizza while tuning into 
some (quality) daytime TV. If you 


and raced down to the stall. He 
arrived just in time to grab the 
youth, who incidentally did steal 


random bag searches instead of 
looking like a disgruntled goat. ■ 



do happen to see a mall cop, you’ll 
notice that they are just like real 
cops, except they wear far tackier 
(pizza-stained) uniforms, and car- 
ry walkie-talkies instead of guns. 
But some mall cops even get real 
hats and badges on their shirts; it 
almost commands some kind of 
respect. 

There once was this guy, we’ll 
call him Antonio, who had his 
heart set on becoming a cop. He 
liked the feeling of power and was 
under the impression that "all the 
hot chicks like a man in uniform”. 

Unfortunately our friend Anto- 
nio was lacking a bit in the think- 
ing department and didn’t get into 
our (very respectable) Australian 
Police Force. To his credit though, 
Antonio didn’t give up his dream 


a pack of cigaretf 
Antonio escorted 
delinquent back t 
mall cop HQ, he 
checked to see if 
the girl was im- 
pressed with his 
work. 

Some point- 
ing in his direc- 
tion accompa- 
nied by an eager 
look on her face 
indicated to him 
that clearly she 
was. However, 
while Antonio 
was enjoying 
some delicious 
“eye candy”, the 
surly teenager 
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Finally! A way to privatise national security 

An Economist devises a clever way to give national security consumers a 
way to exercise choice through free markets 





Health care, education, terror- 
ism, unemployment. These issues 
are united by one simple fact: all 
are about and can be solved by 
economics. In the last twenty-five 
years we have seen the expansion 
of the free market bringing good 
things to those brave enough to 
embrace it. 

However, despite years of re- 
form we are still burdened by ex- 
cessively high tax rates. This is 
despite the many sensible Austral- 
ians, who want tax cuts and de- 
mand cuts in government spend- 
ing in order to pay for them. 

There are some Australians 
who agree with spending on nec- 
essary programs such as the pri- 
' vate health insurance, in order to 
meet the urgent need among the 
ageing rich for plastic surgery, but 
would rather the government not 
waste their hard earned dollars on 
benefits for the unemployed who 
would of course waste the money 
on luxury goods. 

These Australians don’t like 
the idea of the government choos- 
ing how their money is spent. And 
to be honest I’m the same way. 

For example, most Austral- 
ians are in favour of government 
spending on ASIO, the military, 
and the police in order to keep us 
safe from terrorism. 

Personally, I don’t like my taxes 
being spent on national security, 
as I don’t use public transport or 
wqrk in any strategic targets. 


It is manifestly unfair that 
I have to pay for the security of 
those people who are either more 
important than me or cannot af- 
ford cars - particularly when there 
is a simple solution to this prob- 
lem: start a user-pays system for 
national security. 

A user-pays system would not 
only put extra money in every- 
one’s wallet, it would improve na- 
tional security. 

By letting consumers choose 
how to spend their money, the sys- 
tem would allow for the involve- 
ment of private enterprise in de- 
livering military and intelligence 
services, breaking the state’s mo- 
nopoly on national security. This 
sort of deregulation would allow 
us to harness the energy and inge- 
nuity of corporations such as Hal- 
liburton and Lockheed Martin to 
fight terrorism. 

For example, if citizens don’t 
agree with the government’s direc- 
tion on security issues they could 
spend their money on the PBL 
militia, the News Limited propa- 
ganda machine, or the Mastercard 
secret service. 

The security market would also 
provide business opportunities 
for honest hardworking Austral- 
ian small businesses. A local Juice 
Bar (for example) could use their 
resources to help secure fruit sup- 
plies in a small Afghani township. 

The competition generated by 
private sector involvement would 
almost certainly improve the 
quality and reduce the cost of the 
security citizens receive. 

The presence of competition 
would almost certainly make the 
government think twice before 
invading a country of eighteen 
million people, with multiple eth- 
nic and religious tensions, and no 
links to Al-Qaeda, to protect Aus- 
tralia from terrorism. 



tion will lead to ’ ^ 

greater innovation ¥ 
in national secu- 
rity particularly 
in the legal field. 

Private companies 
will place even 
greater pressure 
on government to 
wind back the “red 
tape” and “proce- 
dures” (or as some 
call them, "rights” *■, 
or “civil liberties”) 
that have continually hampered 
the war on terror. This is a process 
I like to call liberty liberalisation. 

The last, and in my opinion the 
most significant, benefit of a user 
pays model for national security 
(behind of course the tax cut) is 
choice. Consumers would no long- 
er have to pay for invasions they 
are not in favour of, and instead 
could pay for invasions that they 
support. 

My neighbour Simon for ex- 
ample is resolutely opposed to the 
Iraq War, however, he is also abso- 
lutely convinced that it would be a 
good idea to invade Indonesia. By 
contrast Andrew, my local butch- 
er, not only supported the Iraq 
War but is also in favour of invad- 
ing Iran, Syria, and Zimbabwe. 

Under a user-pays system An- 
drew and Simon could invest their 
money in what they consider to be 
Australia’s national security pri- 
orities. 

Forcing citizens to pay fees to 
support national security appara- 
tus is simply not on in the twenty- 
first century. 

Citizens deserve choice, and it 
is that choice that will unlock the 
free market, leading to a more ef- 
ficient government military, more 
options, better intelligence, and a 
more secure Australia. ■ 
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The stars see that there is a high 
probability that you will find your- 
self working in the retail sector. If 
you enjoy reading Cosmo and field- 
ing questions on this week's red 
spot special on rat poison then 
you have found the proverbial yel- 
low brick road. If you have higher 
goals, the stars indicate that em- 
ployers find an Arts degree rough- 
ly as impressive as a previous con- 
viction for paedophilia or a facial 
tattoo. Try delaying the inevitable 
by smoking pot and writing for 
student magazines. 


The ignominy of missing out on 
a place at Sydney and Melbourne 
continues to haunt you in 2006. 
Stock up on polo shirts, work on 
that smug grin and only speak 
to fellow residents of Burgmann 
college to stave off the creeping 
realisation that you hate Law and 
secretly long for the freedom of an 
Arts student. 

Someone will again shit in the 
sinks of your college bathrooms. 
This is a metaphor for your future 
career in the public service. 



For the long term given 90% 
of your cohort is male the chances 
of you resorting to homosexuality 
are roughly the same as if you were 
in a maximum security prison. 

On the upside, if faced with a 
life-threatening situation involv- 
ing a rubber ball, a 13-metre bridge 
made of balsa wood, and macaroni, 
you’ll be prepared for the worst. 




Science 


Engineering 


You are relatively uninteresting 
and this is unlikely to change in 
2006. There appears to be copious 
amounts of drinking and public 
nudity in the near future as well 
as a dare involving a hoofed ani- 
mal, a rubber cock, and some Glad 
Wrap. 


The chances of losing your widely 
ridiculed virginity will go down 
this year, partly because of an 
unfortunate lab accident involv- 
ing your eyebrows and a Bunsen 
burner and in part thanks to your 
habit of starting conversations 
in Mooseheads with an explana- 
tion of “how hydrocarbons really 
work”. 

Your three year thesis on the 
mating habits of a Bolivian wasp 
will become irrelevant after the 
entire species is eaten by starving 
villagers. On the up side, Channel 
10 will repeat the entire seventh 
season of Buffy - stay home and 
salivate, poindexter. 



male. Might want to cancel your 
credit card. LOL, wtf, l33t?! 



The stars haven’t had a good look 
at you lately given the amount 
of time you spend in the alcove 
you call a room playing World of 
Warcraft. The good news is you are 
likely to defeat a pixellated dragon 
in the future, but this will have no 
wider implications on your life and 
indeed will lead to the startling 
realisation that you are a fucking 
boring dude. 

PS: “Sexy_Babe_28:-)” is nei- 
ther 28, sexy, nor technically fe- 


Music/Fine Arts 


If Arts students are the minnows 
of the employment chain, then 
you are the sub-species of algae 
that feeds on their excrement. 
Pray that a market for clay sculp- 
tures that look kinda like pen- 
guins develops in the eight years it 
takes you to graduate. 

The good news is that you will 
retain an innate sense of satisfac- 
tion every time you look at "Blue 
Poles” and understand. 


‘ ' Asian Studies 


The stars see bright lights in your 
future. They are the headlights 
of the car of change dazzling the 
rabbit of your prosperity. Ancient 
Javanese went out of fashion 
when the last native speaker died 
two hundred years ago, but don’t 
let that dull your dedication to the 
history of SE Asia. 

If your luck continues and 
more Australians get caught with 
drugs in Indonesia you may even 
get to become a consultant for To- 
day Tonight. These five minutes of 
fame will help you forget that you 
are a glorified Arts student. 



Commerce/Economics 


The sheer tedium of counting shit 
as a degree will start to wear you 
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down. Cling to the knowledge that 
you’re guaranteed an exciting and 
rewarding job as an accountant 
in a public service basement with 
a week off each year and a dental 
plan. 

If you’re not an international 
student you will probably become 
conscious of the fact that despite 
not being fluent in English the 
rest of your cohort is getting bet- 
ter marks then you. 


£ 


Forestry 


The stars aren’t certain that this 
is actually a degree, but, hell, why 
not pretend? 


You will get stoned while writ- 
ing an essay and submit three 
thousand words on how comfy 
your couch is and why Doritos are 
better then corn chips. You’ll get 
an HD. A tree will fall on your car. 
You will ponder the sound it would 
have made if you had insurance. 


So cial Sciences 

The bad news is your boyfriend 
of four years will leave you, but 
that’s okay because your relation- 
ship was founded on constructed 
social norms that depended upon 
antiquated conceptions of gender 
roles... And you still have the bas- 


tard’s collection of dvds anyway. 
Your readings on the repression 
of female sexuality in the modern 
context will lead to twenty min- 
utes of clammy, loveless sex in the 
back of a Daihatsu Charade in the 
Shooters car park. It’s important 
you wear a condom because chib 
dren raised in single parent homes 
are 68% more likely to study the 
Social Sciences. 


Mature Age 


Given this is your fourth attempt 
at a career change, the stars know 
you quite well. You will find it dif- 
ficult to formulate meaningful re- 
lationships with “actual” students 
in part because you die sooner 
than virtually everyone, but most 
of all because your meandering 
anecdotes about what uni was like 
in the 1960s are uninteresting, 
largely fictional, and universally 
ignored. ■ 
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Dear Vice-Chancellor 




My name is Omar Chabani, and I write to you as the Liaison Officer of the 
Middle-Eastern Education League. As you will be aware, the Pan-Arab University 
Games are taking place in Riyadh in August of 2006. We are currently compiling a list 
of distinguished international educational dignitaries to attend the games, which aims 
to be a showcase of Arab cultural and educational achievement. It is our fond wish to 
have Australia represented; being a leader in its commitment to higher education in 
the Asia-Pacific, and it would be an excellent opportunity to showcase the benefits of 
study in Australia and particularly your institution, the Australian National University. 

Provisionally you, along with Dr. John Yovich (Vice-Chancellor) of Murdoch 
University, and Ms. Kathy Sustren (Director) of West Wyalong TAFE would participate 
in the opening ceremony dressed in traditional Australian wildlife costumes designed 
by the grade six students of Saudi Arabia International School in Riyadh. Miss Sustren 
has already reserved the position of Echidna, leaving you with the choice between a 
kangaroo or a bilby. If you have any particular preference between the two, please let 
our office know at the earliest convenience, along with your measurements so that we 
can tailor the costume to your carriage. 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has graciously agreed to provide an economy 
class ticket to Dubai, where you will be further subsidized to take luxury coach the 
remainder of the trip. 

We sincerely hope to have the opportunity to welcome you to Riyadh in 2006, 
and look forward to your reply to our offices here in Australia for any questions or 
enquiries you may have, so that we can make formal arrangements. 


-'1 

• A, ' 1 


. 

mmm 


Faithfully Yours 


Omar Chabani 




• V.; 
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Mr Omar Chabani 
Liaison Officer 


Dear Mr Chabani 


Thank you for your tetter which I received on the 10* Octobers 

Unfortunately* prior commitments prevent me from accepting your invitation to attend the Pan-Arab University Same* 
in August 2006. 

t hope the games are a great success. ^ /; V ' :’ 


Ian Chubb AO 

Vice-Chancellor 
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clubs & societies 








To get your club or society’s details 
in the Classifieds, please get in touch 
via the contact details on page 4. 




Chinese Students and Schol- 
ars Association — The CSSA was 
founded back in the 1980s. To- 
day, It is one of the largest inter- 
national students’ association in 
ANU and in Canberra, with more 
than 500 members from Main- 
land China, HongKong, Macau, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore as 
well as Australia. 

The CSSA regularly organises 
both academic and social activi- 
ties, mostly sponsored by Chi- 
nese Embassy and ANUSA. To 
name just a few happenings in 
2006, The “China Night” (Annual 
D&D in late September), “Dance 
2Crazy” (the post-exam fancy 
ball in June), Ski Trip to Snowy 
Mountains, Disco-Ice Skating, 
as well as talks and seminars de- 
livered by Chinese scholars and 
immigration lawyers. 

Onbehalf of the CSSA05/06 Ex- 
ecutive Committee, the President 
Mr Brad Changbin Yu would like 
to thank all the members, wel- 
come to new members, and look 
forward to another exciting and 
fun year with you all. 

Contact: <president.cssa<® 

gmail.com> 

ANU Go Club — Go is an ancient 
board game which takes the 
most elemental materials and 
concepts - line and circle, black 
and white, wood and stone 
- combines them with simple 
rules and generates subtleties 
which have enthralled play- 
ers for millennia. 

Go is challenging and fun. The 
club meets Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. in the John Dedman build- 
ing (behind Manning Clarke lec- 
ture theatres) and also Saturday 
afternoons (1 p.m.~5 p.m.) in 
King O’Malley’s Pub in Civic. Be- 
ginners are always welcome. 

Further details: <http://clubs. 
anu.edu.au/clubs/ANU Go 


Club/> 

FOCUS — FOCUS (Fellowship of 
Christian University Students) 
is the AFES-affiliated group on 
campus. Christian students and 
staff from all churches and de- 
nominations meet together on 
campus to read the Bible and to 
be equipped and encouraged. 
You are invited to the main 
public meeting held weekly on 
Thursday at 1 p.m. in the Hay- 
don-Allen Tank. 

Bible Studies groups are also 
held in residential colleges 
and in each faculty. Each year 
FOCUS also runs a number of 
camps and conferences as well 
as a campus mission. Everyone 
is most welcome. 

For more information, see 
<http://focus.anu.edu.au/>. 

ANU Magical Girl Club — The 

ANU Magical Girl Club is all 
about anime! We hold monthly 
screenings combined with mini- 
events, and feature an exciting 
range of new and old anime. 
Each mini-event will include free 
food or anime door prizes for at- 
tendees as part of our five-year 
celebration bonanza! 

Although we mainly fo- 
cus on shoujo titles like Sailor 
Moon, we will also feature a 
range of series from other gen- 
res for all to enjoy. 

Our membership fees are $5 
for a whole year, so you’re sure to 
get your money’s worth! For more 
information and our screening 
schedule visit our website at: 
<http://www.magicalgirl.net> 

Asian Studies Student’s Soci- 
ety — Adding to the immense 
success of last year, the ASSS is 
planning one heck of a year! Ex- 
citing activities are planned. Of 
particular note is the infamous 


asss Ball which is boasting to 
be a HUGE night! 

We are a large body consisting 
of undergraduate, post graduate 
and staff who are enthused about 
all aspects of language and cul- 
ture in the Asian region. Predom- 
inantly consisting of Asian Stud- 
ies students, the society is open 
for everyone to join. 

Expressions of interest in any 
capacity can be emailed to <anu. 
asss@gmail.com>. We look for- 
ward to meeting you soon! 

ANU Sinology Club — The ANU 

Sinology Club strives to promote 
the appreciation of Chinese his- 
tory and culture on campus. 
Inaugurated in April 2005, the 
club has organized numerous 
events such as a bbq, a movie 
screening, an exhibition on Qing 
Dynasty and an instrumental 
concert. Two issues of a newslet- 
ter and a student journal have 
been published. 

With over 100 members and 
a dedicated committee, the 
club will continue bringing cul- 
tural diversity to ANU. Come 
and join in the fun as a string 
of exciting events await you in 
the upcoming year! The club 
welcomes new members from 
all ethnic groups. 

For more information, please 
email Qiong Qing at <^996838(3 
anu.edu. au>. 

Baha’i Society of ANU — The 

Baha’i Society is a group of stu- 
dents/staff from all backgrounds 
and beliefs, whose primary aim 
is to foster a spirit of unity in 
diversity on campus, achieving 
this through a range of activi- 
ties inspired by principles of the 
Baha’i Faith, such as world peace, 
oneness of humankind and ex- 
ploration of the soul. 

A few of our activities through- 
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for advice or support on these issues 
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out the year include: 

• The Blurb: An informal dis- 
cussion forumon contemporary 
issues such as world peace, reli- 
gious instability, economic in- 
justices and more. 

• T-Zones : A relaxing escape 
from the stresses of uni. 

• Reflection on the Life of the 
Soul: An interactive course on 
many thought-provoking issues 
such as life and death, and per- 
spectives on the soul. 


All our events are open to eve- 
ryone. To be a member, write an 
email to <bahaisocietyact@hot- 
mail.com> (membership is free). 

ANU Debating Society — If you 

like eating pizza, gesticulat- 
ing wildly and arguing about 
anything from Harry Potter 
to Hezbollah, debating might 
be your cup of tea. 

The ANU Debating Society, 
aka DebSoc, meets on Thursday 


nights from 6.30 p.m. in the Man- 
ning Clark Centre for social min- 
gling and verbal warfare. Wheth- 
er you’re a complete novice or a 
UN delegate, DebSoc has train- 
ing sessions and competitions 
guaranteed to give you a slightly 
nerdy adrenalin rush. 

For more info, visit our Market 
Day stall or email Celia (Presi- 
dent) at <anudebating@hotmail. 
com>, or come find us on Thurs- 
days in MCCi. See you there! 
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ANU PHOTOGRAPHIC CALENDAR COMPETITION 


ne 




THE AUSIRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 


WHEN YOU'RE ON CAMPUS, 
CARRY YOUR CAMERA 
WITH YOU! 

Capture the spirit of ANU in images 
of our campus life - its natural, 
architectural and human elements; its 
rhythms and seasons; its big events 
and daily occurrences. 

The 12 best images, as judged by our 
panel, will appear in the 2007 ANU 
Community Calendar, with at least 
2,000 copies to be printed. Winners w. 
will also receive a framed print of y 

their winning entry at the calendar x 

launch in October 2006. 

Submissions can be made at any time 
- competition closes 5pm Friday 22 
September 2006. 

To enter, simply submit your best 
photos to anucalendar@anu.edu.au 


For full rules and submission details, including file format specifications, go to 
http://info.anu.edu.au/OVC/University Com m unity/Plu)tographic_Calendar_Com petition. asp 
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